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The Nature of the Kingdom

Nowadays we like choosing everything.  quences of the choice? responsibility for man’s fall is placed first

Perhaps we make thousands of choices on Adam, Gen 3:9); order in redemption

per day. Shall I have a cup of coffee or Maybe the limitation of our choices will (Jesus is the firstborn, Col 1:17).

tea? Shall | go shopping or swimming? lead us to the understanding that we live

Shall | go to Paris or London? Some- in a world that conforms to initially de- Jesus at the beginning of his ministry

how the whole commercial world is  signed patterns, paradigms and con- clearly demonstrates the kingdom's na-

leading a fierce war to attract our atten-  straints that have nothing to do with our ture. The word “Christianity” is not found

tion to consume their “best” goods. As choice. Then the natural question is who even once in the Scriptures. However,

if this is not enough, in addition, we  the Creator is. Why and how do His “God’s kingdom” and “heavenly king-

have to love what we buy in order to  choices affect me? dom” are found 104 times in the New

keep on buying it. Testament. The gospel that leads us to
| will focus on Lord’s kingdom. Some of salvation is called the “gospel of the

The good thing is that we are, indeed, us may perhaps not choose God’'s ways, Kingdom” (Matthew 24:14). John the

free to choose. We are absolutely free to  but if we do, we will embody the conse- Baptist also associates the coming of the

choose anything in life starting with our  quences of that choice. As new born peo- Messiah with the coming of the heavenly

cup of coffee to ending with the Cross. ple we should understand that the Lord kingdom.

We are free not to accept the Cross. has not only saved us personally and

The point is that we always bear the healed our broken souls, but that He hasWhat is the Kingdom? One suggestive

consequences of our choices and this is changed the location of our living, namely definition is the Lord’s kingdom is every

not something that we can change. He has changed our citizenship. part of the creation (or any dimension)

that has entered under God’s governance

The nature of the choice implies limita-  Precisely, He “has delivered us from the and functions in the dynamics of the

tion. We have to choose to be either in  power of darkness and hasnslated us (Continued on page 3)

Paris or London because we cannot be into the kingdom of his dear Son.” (Col

simultaneously at the same place. We 1:13 NKJ). In Mathew 6:33, Jesus tell us ] =

have to choose to buy this house or that clearly to seekfirst the kingdom. The What S InSIde?

house because there are some con- word first @rotonin Greek) implies first

straints like space, money, etc. Have in time, order, place and importance.

you ever thought that even Bill Gates  “First” reveals divine order. Our God is Family-Profile — Lindsay Voigt

cannot choose whether it's sunny or the Lord of designs, orders and patterns PCE Birthda

: . ) . I yS

rainy? Have you ever thought that you and keeping His order is a principle that : 4

did not choose your parents and time of He never violates. For example, we see PCF FiNancial Update

living? Have you ever thought that we  order in the creation (Gen 1 - first day, PCF Prayer Requests

cannot choose not to bear the conse- second day, etc); order in judgment (the

“Isaac reopened the wells that had been acknowledge them as our heroes who hadCzech legacy of John Huss and the Union
dug in the time of his father Abraham, great influence on us in the past and of Brethren. He realized that Czechs were
which the Philistines had stopped up whose legacy is still present with us. morally and spiritually in decline as a
after Abraham died’ (Gen 26:18) Their lives are apparently still relevant to result of having fallen away from the
Czech people, as well as to the world ideals of the Union of BrethrenNbt for
What are the Czech wells? Why is it today. Their legacy has not died. The fact the reformist ideals were we defeated, but
necessary to search for them and to that nowadays only a few understand the for not adhering to them and abandoning
reopen them? Such questions arise andpast’s significance does not mean that it is them.”
we have to address them in good faith. irrelevant. It merely shows that we have
The ‘Greatest Czech’ contest took place drifted away from our history. It must be It is my firm belief that the restoration of
recently. Surprisingly, two of the top ten stated that there are only a few people the Czech nation will come with a return
contestants were Christians, and what's who have been able to convey the rich to its legacy. It is possible to claim that
more, ministers. The Czech nation still historical truths of the past to others. The the Czech reformation statehood was
proudly recognizes the figures of first Czechoslovak President T.G. killed at the battle of White Mountain.
Komensky and Huss. We still Masaryk bravely and openly took up the (Continued on page 2)




Family

in my nine months of teaching and then

move on to someplace else, someplace

| really wanted to be. But here | am a

year and a half later! What more can |
say than that God knows what | need

far better than | do myself, and that he
gives good gifts to his children.

| was raised in Nashville, TN,
which, despite all I'm about to say, is
my favorite city in the world :). | grew
up going to a big, conservative, Pres-
byterian church there, one of the eight
or ten big churches that line Franklin
Road south of town. Nashville is affec-
tionately referred to by some as the
“buckle of the Bible belt” for a number
of reasons: not only is it the center of
the Christian music world, it's also a
hub for Christian publishing. We have
Christian coffee houses, Christian
bookstores, Christian dance clubs, a
church on every street corner - every
possible outward manifestation of
Christian religiosity - and a cultural
Christianity ingrained so deep it's al-
most impossible to escape.

When you live in a place like
Nashville where Christianity is so
much the cultural norm, you constantly
struggle with inconsistency. | person-
ally didn’t know what to do with the
fact that almost everyone | knew would
tell you they were a Christian, and yet
so few seemed to care - or even think -
about the actual ramifications of their
professed beliefs. This frustrated me to
no end, and when it came time for me
to leave for college, | took my frustra-
tion and my deep longing for true
Christian friends north to Philadelphia,
hoping to find a community of believ-
ers there to be a part of.

My college, Haverford Col-
lege, is a small liberal arts school out-
side Philadelphia with a student body
that leans about as far left as possible.
loved it, and there, for the first time, |
had a group of Christian friends. It was
such a treat for me to be a part of a
Bible study, to have people to pray
with, to be mentored, to learn worship

(Continued from page 1... Czech Wells...)
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The Czech state was restored on the
foundation of the republic in 1918, but
the Czech reformation has never been
resurrected. The Czech nation is
spiritually dead. The true church has
experienced an internal renaissance on
several occasions as well as an influx of
redeemed people, but it has never had a
wider impact on the nation, let alone other
nations. Since the Thirty Years’ War the
number of Christians has never exceeded
one percent of the population. The Czech
lion is dead and must be resurrected.

Abraham dug wells to find water. He
opened the sources of blessing and gave
them names. The second generation -
Isaac, needed water, which represented
the blessing, and searched for these
sources of blessing. He didn’t start to dig
new wells, but he took up his father's
work. However, he faced a problem. The
Philistines, out of anger, had stopped up
the wells with earth and stones. They
wanted to prevent the blessing from
entering the world. But Isaac wanted to
drink from the same springs as his father
and began to purify them. He gave them
the names his father had given them.
bilities which, in retrospect, | was not Isaac didn’t give up digging until he
ready for. The result was an internal gained space and blessing from God and
struggle that lasted for years: | knew that Peace with his enemies, who wanted to
| was supposed to be helping lead this steal the purified wells. After having dug
group, but | had so many doubts and the well calledRehoboth,whmh means
questions of my own. | felt like a hypo- SPace’ or ‘room’, he said,"Now the
crite so | hid my struggles, knowing that L0rd has given us room and we will
not only my friends in the fellowship but oLitsin i iins and That.lnlght irte e
the other students at my college (becaus appearediioihimiandisaiiamiiheiGod

it was such a small school, everyone Off BOUT ey AR, 20 mer g

K | Christi looking t afraid, for | am with you; I will bless you
new | was a Christian) were looking to and will increase the number of your

me as some sort of example. | though_t I descendants for the sake of my servant
always had to act and behave a certain  Apranam® (Gen 26:22-24). It is clear
way so as not to let anyone down or give from this passage that the economy
a bad impression of what a Christian is  depended on access to the wells. It would
supposed to be like. The result was a  'not have been possible to settle the land
major case of burnout - by the time | without water. They were in need of space
reached my last year, | wanted nothing tcand water. Likewise the church in the
do with the fellowship and | ran as far  Czech lands needs to find the wells of the
from church or anything “Christian” as | [fathers, so that God can give us blessing
could. and increase our numbers.

songs... | treasured my new friends and |
could feel myself learning and growing.
But in a group so small (there were
about 15 of us Christians on campus),
anyone who shows a strong interest or
commitment will be asked to take on a
leadership role. So early on, | found my-
self strapped with leadership responsi-

I've been running for about Today, servants of God from America,

three years now, but this is where you all/Argentina, Poland, Europe and other
come in. You may wonder why, if I've lands are coming to encourage the Czech
been here since 2004, you didn’t see me church to reopen the wells of I?Iessmg.
at PCF until a few months ago. The truth Let me quote one of the prophecies as an
is that I'm just now starting to be able to E);a::rgr?::?li;tr% rr? thgodlgr?:s (c:iznf?/:/irl]lgeofof
stomach going to church again, and PCF living water .through the %Jnion of
is the only place | feel free to be me

) . Brethren, which in the past provided
without any kind of mask. So thanks, water and on whom hope was placed to
y'all. :) I've been blessed through you.

have done so for the whole of Europe.
(Continued on page 4)




(Continued from page 1... the Kingdom)

Lord’s purposes. The Lord’s governance
is the demonstration of His reality. In
other words, this is the “place” where He
reveals Himself. The Kingdom, reflecting
the governing nature of the Lord, is the
environment of progressive revelation,
movement, provision and building. When
we keep seeking first His kingdom we or-
der our priorities with the Lord’s priori-
ties which definitely protect us from de-
ception.

Jesus came to earth both to demonstrate(Matthew 13:24);

the kingdom of God and to restore it on
earth as it is in heaven. He did not come
to give us moral teaching or to emphasize
the law. He came to bear witness, to
manifest with His own life all that the Fa-

ther is. Jesus himself challenges the disci
ples not to believe in him if he “does not

do the works of the Father” (John 10:37-
38). He wanted to show them (and us)
everything that happens when the king-
dom of God manifests itself. By walking

on the water, turning the water into wine
and feeding the multitude he showed that
his kingdom dominates the natural realm.

The reason for manifesting the kingdom
was so that we could see the Fathe
through Him (John 14: 7, 9, 10). Jesus
made flesh the Father, by doing all his
works in Him, proclaiming that the king-

dom of God is among us; and uniting the
heavens and the earth in Jesus. Ephesia

It is crucial to know that the kingdom of
Jesus is not material. It does not resembl
anything of this world (John 18:36; Luke
17:21). The kingdom’s power does not lie
in the hands of people, which makes it su-
perior to any kind of kingdom and gov-
ernance on earth. In addition, it cannot be|
moved (Hebrew 12:26-28) and it is not
constrained by time, but it is eternal
(Psalm 45:6, Psalm 103:19).

The kingdom is built on a covenant
(Matthew 22:2); it is like a seed, meaning
it has the potential to grow and bear fruit
it reproduces itself
naturally (Matthew 13:33); it is a hidden
treasure (Mat 13:44) and it is worth losing
everything for (Matthew 13:45).

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED....

The best way to keep up with
your giving for TAX records or
to simply “keep up”
is via bank transfer.

Please consider this option; it will be
easier for you and you'll make the
church accountant happy.

PCF Bank Info:

Sbor K es anské spole enstvi
PCF, SOB a.s., Kamenicka 26,
Prague 7
Account No. 181730394/0300
Variable symbol: 10261

1:9-10 says that “in Jesus are gathered to-

gether all things both in earth and in
heaven”. The kingdom has the power to
activate the will of God in heaven and
then His will descends and manifests
upon the earth.

The redemption on the Cross is part of the
restoration. The restoration is connected
not only with the redemption of our death
spirituality, meaning our blindness and
deafness to the Lord, but also with resto-
ration of everything that was lost with the
fall of man. Particularly, we lost the

authority to rule in accordance with God’s
purposes here on earth. In other words
we lost the mandate to establish his visi-
ble kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.
The coming of Jesus restored the possibil;
ity to establish His kingdom. He came to
return the lost authority of man to rule
over this earth (Gen 1:28). And he also
came to restore the kingdom of heaven
visible on earth. Only he could make it

possible that heaven and earth become

one and that we see the kingdom with our
spiritual eyes and also see it manifested
with our natural eyes.

\%Ii PRAYER REQUESTS

1) Church Finances— Please pray

for provision to cover our ex-
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Sixth Annual Uvaly
English Day Camp
August 14th-18th

Czech or English-speaking
volunteers are needed!

Contact Kelsie Mullen
if you are interested.

Mobile: 777 150 802
Email: mullen@uvaly.net

Upcoming
Birthdays

The following PCF members past and present
will be having birthdays in the next few weeks.

penses and wisdom in spending
Small groups - Please pray for
people to get the vision for shar
ing their lives in small groups.
Richard in prison — Please pray
for his early parole in 2006!
More laborers in the harvest /
PCF - Please pray so the Muly
lens can take a break sometim
during their 10th year of ministry
in Czech Repubilic.

Former PCF members in-
volved with full-time ministry
such as Michael Stadler, Ewellg
Gowers, Harshs and Snells fg
God's total provision and protec-
tion in their lives “Always keep
on praying for all the

saints.” (Eph. 16:18)
NN,

2)

3)

4)

5)

)

Katka Kounovska  April 1
Rebecca Lang April 2
Isaac Bello April 2
Veronika Denkova April 3
Victoria McCall April 4
Linda Snell April 5
Kellz Kuest April 5
Faith Oguk April 5

Joanna Makuch Bruogpril 6

Sharon Culek April 8

Larry Winnes April 8

Betty Demesew April 9

Jana Brahova April 16
Jana Kristoviova April 22
Rowland Godwin  April 23
Daward Zhao April 23
Joanie Herwig April 24
Tomas Knapek April 27
JoAnn Lang April 30
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(Continued from page 2... Czech Wells) Eagerness, Prophecy, Freedom, Missionbetween the past, present and future,
and Mercy. The Czech reformation however, | was lacking in information and
During the Thirty Years’ War this well embodied even more of these values, revelation. This is why | focused mainly
was stopped up by all the nations some partly present in those on the past and a little bit on the present
engaged in the war. God wants to reopen aforementioned, and some particular to hoping that it would inspire desire for the
it so that the water can flow again to the Czechs as well as other culture groups. waters. | realize that if we start drinking
neighbouring nation$ (see original) The Czechs excelled the waters today, the result in our lives
greatly in the practice of these values, will differ from that of 600 years ago.
| have spent a lot of time thinking about though of course, it wasn't all of the However, let our faith, love and hope
the meaning of the Czech wells. | see the people all of the time. But they did excel strengthen, knowing that the “Abrahams”
wells as a set of values that gave shape toenough for us to be able to identify the living before us sacrificed everything for
the Czech reformation and influenced its values, define them and to put them into the love of God and followed the Lamb
creators. These creators then drew andoperation in our lives, families, churches wherever He went. May all the readers
drank from these wells, which enabled and society as a whole. hear the calling of our Lord Jesus Christ,
them to transform the country. Out of who will transform them, and inspire
deep fear and respect for God, | have | have attempted to define them here in them to undertake the adventurous
attempted to give names to these wells. short essays, to describe the society thatjourney to the springs of Czech blessing.
They are as follows: Well of draws from them, to identify their sources
Truthfulness, Holiness, Prayer, Worship, of pollution and to propose how to purify
Diligence, God’'s Order, Education, them. My intention was to create a link [Editor's note: More to come next month]
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Art / Gift Sunday

Left top: Matthew Ephick ~ On March 26 we celebrated
dramatically shares an together by worshipping the Lord
narrative story. with our various giftings and
Left bottom: Joseph talents. The event included
Kupidlovsky sings two songs Singing, dancing, art, story telling,
p musical instuments, photo and
) video presentations. It was lots of
fun! Thanks to all who shared —
you were GREAT and we were
blessed.
Middle : Mitchell and Kelsie Mullen
play a duet on the recorder.
Bottom right: Michelle Sebestova
leads some of the PCF kids in a
dance.

Should you have a testimony to share please emailhe deadline is April 20, 2006

The Prague Christian Fellowship Post:
Editors: John Mullen (john.mullen@praguefellowsea), and ISawn Eusta|ow www.Pragiellowship.




