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Friendship

Friendship is the glue that holds a ity on earth to forgive sins." Then for connecting.
community together. As a pastor, Jesus turned to the paralyzed man BUILD TRUST
community is high on my “life-list.” and said, "Stand up, take your mat, —o____—— "
It is something | want to be a prior- and go on home, because you are
ity in my life. The vision for our healed!"
church is to become a family of God And immediately, as everyone
to extend the kingdom of God. | be- watched, the man jumped to his feet,
lieve it is not until we create biblical picked up his mat, and went home
community that we will have an im- praising God. Everyone was
pact for the kingdom of God. | re- gripped with great wonder and awe.
cently read a definition of family And they praised God, saying over
that expresses the essence of comand over again, "We have seen
munity: amazing things today."

“A group which possesses and im- Luke 5:17-26
plements an irrational commitment The bottom line of this story is

to the well-being of its members.”  God heals a person. But What
makes it so interesting is ho@od What S I“S'de.

Here is an example from scripture: i .
P P does it. He uses four men. Their

Secondly | am not very proud of
my defects and would prefer to hide
them versus “go public” with them.
| suspect this man had received a lot
of verbal abuse about his handicap
and would not trust just anyone
(much less a room full of self-
righteous teachers of the law who
pretended to be perfect). It would
be one thing to allow your friends to
bring you to where Jesus is, but to-
tally different to allow them to dan-

One day while Jesus was teaching, role is simply to bring their friend to Member of the Month
some Pharisees and teachers of reli- Jesus. (That is a definition of a — Dave Currin
gious law were sitting nearby. (It friend!) But the more you look the Upcoming Events
seemed that these men showed upmore you see here. Four things Baptism Pictures

from every village in all Galilee and stand out to me.
Judea, as well as from Jerusalem.) ACCEPTANCE

'sA\t?gngrll; bv?{: SJQES!”Q Fé%vr\]/g Vr\::asn First of all, besides mother gle you and your mat from the ceil-
came Carrying a paralyzed man on Teresa, who befnen.ds a para|yt|c? ing in front of the whole assembled
a sleeping mat. They tried to push Have you ever _befrlended a para- crowd._ YVho would Wan;’to show
through the crowdo Jesus but they |yt|C’? In Jesus’ 1-:|me a para|yt|c was off their _dlrty underwear?” Most Of
couldn't reach him. So they went up the scum O.f society. .It was th_ought us can hide our defects (or we think
to the roof, took off some tiles, and better to kil a hant_jlcapped m_fant we can). o
lowered thé sick man down int’o the than .SUbJeCt it to a life O.f sgffermg, John Ortberg wrote: “Our mats
crowd. still on his mat right in loneliness, shame, rejection and [our defect] are usually what we are
front 6f Jesus Seeing their faith t_)egglng. The paralytlc WQUId most Ie_ast proud of and most kely o
Jesus said to the manson your’ likely be unkempt, d|rt_y, stinky, un- hide. We are often convinced that if
sins are forgiven.” educated, angry, bitter, socially Or'][her pe?dIO'e knew ab]?ut our mats,
"Who doss this man think he is?>* @Wkward, and always asking for they would stay away from us. But
the Pharisees and teachers of reli- MONeY: It amazes me that he devel- reality it s precisely our mats that
gious law said to each other. "This oped fne_nds. '._'OW did that happen? form the connectl_nq, points for a
is blasphemy! Who but God can for- Developing friends doesn't come deeper relationship. o di
ety e ovn e T e concernad aboa i
. the advantages he did not have. We !
in\;esstéshlénz\évk;\:jh?:‘ etrne){' wﬁ;edﬁlgguare aII_ 50 _busyachieving that_we imperfections of our forefathers. In
thin,k this is blasphem);? Is it easier 2V little time left forconnecting fact, the soap-operalike stories in-
to say, "Your sins are forgiven' or | guess achieving was not on the clude about every kind of moral
’ paralytic’'s priority list and that failure possible, from jealousy and

'‘Get up and walk'? | will prove that . ;
would leave a lot of time left over lying to adultery and murder. Hear-
I, the Son of Man, have the author- (Continued on page 2)




Member of the Month

"A true understanding and humble esti-
mate of oneself is the highest and most
valuable of all lessons. To take no ac-
count of oneself, but always to think
well and highly of others is the highest
wisdom and perfection. Should you see
another person openly doing evil, or
carrying out a wicked purpose, do not
on that account consider yourself bet-
ter than him, for you cannot tell how
long you will remain in a state of

grace. We are all frail: consider none
more frail than yourself.Thomas a
Kempis 1380-1471

My life to date condensed to 100 words
| was born in New Zealand where |
lived as a young boy, later moving to
England with my family where | went
to high school, college and then univer-
sity. After graduation, myself and a
partner started a contemporary furni-
ture company which from very small
beginnings turned quickly into a very
successful and profitable business. By
my mid-20's | employed close to 20
people, turned over almost £5million a
year, had a nice house, expensive cars,
etc. and was looking forward to a fairly
comfortable future. In the eyes of eve-
ryone around me | was a successful
guy, my lifestyle and my success being
something that most people aspired to.

What | realised

much more of us, everything in fact.
To give every part of our lives to him.
To trust him in every circumstance. To
daily seek his will in our lives. Not to

consider our lives as our own.

I'm trying not to work out my own fu-
ture, something that | have been so
good at in the past, but to rely on God.
| don't know where | will be or what |
will be doing in 6 months, or a few
years time. | am becoming aware that
it is our heart and our attitudes that are
important in all things, rather than our
circumstances. Our circumstances |
think are often incidental. What God is
interested in is how we overcome
them; how we react to hardship, to tri-
als; whether we turn towards God or
away from him; whether we grow in
love and faithfulness or let our hearts
become bitter and resentful; whether
we take matters into our own hands or
turn to him to save us. But what | hope
and pray is that whatever direction my
life takes, | will be in the centre of
God's will. This is my overriding de-
sire.

destroy, and where thieves break in
and steal. But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moth and
rust do not destroy, and where thieves
do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will
be alsoMatt 6:19-21

Where | am now

So I've put myself in a position where
| have to trust in God. I'm slowly
learning to give my life completely to
him. At the time | thought giving up

So do not worry, saying, 'What shall
we eat?' or 'What shall we wear?' For
the pagans run after all these things,
and your heavenly Father knows that
you need them. But seek first His king-
dom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as
well. Therefore do not worry about

my business was such a sacrifice, but
now | realise that it was the easy part.
Just the beginning. God requires so

tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its ownMatt 6:31-34

I've lived in a Christian family all my *
life, but if | am honest with myself,
never really given my whole life over
to God. | left my business because |
wanted to be more available to God.
My business took up all my time, all
my energy. | couldn't reconcile my life-
style with the principles that | read in
the Bible. Although | claimed to have
faith in God, that he was number one in
my life, | wasn't sure that this was true.
| gave up my business because | had to
prove this to myself. | wanted to show
that all my possessions meant nothing.
| gave my shares away, taking nothing
with me so that | couldn't rely on my-
self for my future, but had to trust God.
[I should mention that | don't think that
wealth is in itself wrong - but at this
point in my life it was important for me
to remind myself that it is meaningless]

Do not store up for yourselves treas-
ures on earth, where moth and rust

ag

(Continued from page 1 “The Paralytic”) to “have faith”...to hold on to his

ing about their imperfections help dream of someday walking, some-
us identify and connect with the day being normal, someday being
message. It might be that the four able to work, to have respect, maybe
friends had defects of their own and even to fall in love and to raise a
honesty about their imperfection is family. | am amazed at the idea of
what cementedthem together, with the four men’s determination to get
each other and with the paralytic. their friend to Jesus. Maybe when

ENCOURAGEMENT mey saw the place mas tfglldatr;]d
Thirdly , these four men took on a L 1cre Was no way in, they tried the

oo back. And seeing that would not
huge task to get their friend to Jesus
| an imaging it took a lot of con- work, they started up the ladder and

vincing on their part to get the para- Lﬁ\éver:]eig d?émo??r?e hr'gorrr;ataolotvr\:g g[gt
Iytic to agree to be carried from his (

home to the place Jesus was minis: of Jesus).

tering...then, when they got there, | Not rga{lhy of ;\JS will r]leed todbe
they had to fight the crowds. It owere rough a Toor somecay,

would have been so easy to give ug Eg;fe” glfozss\?gg ﬁiegn?jognni%t?atoe
and want to go home. | can imagine 9 9

the friends encouraging the paralytic (Continued on page 3)




(Continued from page 2 “Member Updates"”)

us to move forward We need
friends to encourage all of us not
give up or quit. We need someone
to remind us that the dream is possi-
ble with Jesus.

SACRIFICIAL LOVE

Fourthly, the love these four men
demonstrated is amazing to me. The
guestion of our generation is:
What's in it for me? | wonder what
was in it for them. The best answer
| can come up with is...probably
nothing. It was an act of love. Not
about getting. It was about giving.

| wonder if they counted the cost.
Would they get arrested for tearing
the up the roof? What would the re-
pair cost? What would the rabbi
think of being interrupted in the
middle of his teaching? What kind
of rejection would they face as a re-
sult of their crazy actions? | imagine
they had to decide to sacrifice their
own reputations.

CONCLUSION

This all relates to community be-
cause (if you haven't noticed) eve-
ryone has their own “mats.” Think
about it. Just like the characters in
the Bible, people in this church are
far from perfect. We all have our
personal “defect/handicaps.” The
guestion isWill you get past other
people’s weird stuff, accept them,
faults and all, and be a friend?
Will you show interest and take the
time to hear someone’s heart? Will
you be willing to confront someone
in love? Will you encourage some-
one when they are down? Will you
sacrifice for your friend?

A family is a group of people who
possess and implement an irrational
commitment to the well being of its
members. They actively demon-
strate:

1) Acceptance

2) Building Trust
3) Encouragement
4) Sacrificial Love

These are the ingredients for a
Biblical community. These were
the prerequisites for bringing the
paralytic to Jesus. These are the
prerequisites for bringing our

(Continued on page 4)
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IHOPP WORSHIPPING &

PRAYER ) .
Tuesdays, June 7 & 21 from 7-9 Fifth Annual Uvaly
PM - International House of Prayer

English Day Camg
August 15th-19th

Czech or English-speakir]
volunteers are needed!

Prague in English at the YMCA
(Motylek school), Bollova, Prague 9.
Worship with us and corporately seek
God'’s will for this city and this nation.
Getting there: Go to metro Rajska
Zahrada — yellow line. Get off and walk
across the street, downhill Bdova
street on the right side — 5 min walk.

Contact Kelsie Mullen
if you are interested.

JEWISH PENTECOST
Sunday, June 12 - celebration of
Jewish Pentecost after the Sunda
Service with a meal following and
Mojmir Kallus leading a discussion

about Jubilee and pentecost. More—

Mobile: 777 150 802
Email: mullen@uvaly.net

details TBA.
LEADERS MEETING
Saturday, June 18- Leaders will be
meeting in Uvaly from 10-12. 53372,50 | Total Income
6209,00 Internet & Telephones
CHURCH BBQ 15500,00 Office & Church rent

L 337,70 Supplies & Equipment
Saturday, June 18, be'glnnmg at 2050400 | Salaries & Taxes
1:00 PM. Come and enjoy the Czech 104,00 | Evangelism & Teaching
countryside in Uvaly for a cookout. 365,08 | Fees & Advertising
Bring something for the grill. Trains 1072,00 | Miscellaneous
leave from Masarykovo Nadrazi every | 44091.78 | Total Expenses
hour at 37 past the hour. It is six stops 5291,00 | Current liabilities

’ 15635,57 End of month bank accoupt
from Masarykovo to Uvaly. 9280,72 | Net Income
REFUGEE CAMP MINISTRY

Saturday, June 25— We go to the

refugee camp in Bela pod Bezdezem to Upcomfﬂg
hang out with the people there, serve 2 thd
tea, play with the kids, do sports and == Dirt ays

generally build relationships and try to The following PCF members past and present
make their routine a bit more fun. We will be having birthdays in the next few weeks.

yvill be leaving at 10:45 AM and return-  siephen Sexton June s
ing to Prague around 5 PM. If you are Babak Falsafi June 5
interested in joining us or want to make Lukas Port June 7
a donation, contact Katka dtatka,  -aurieLuby June 7
. Eugene Martin June 10
kounovska@praguefellowship.com Gary Niederheitmann June 10
Sandy Duryea June 11
NEW PCF WEB PAGE Peter Lovett June 12
. . Nathan Parry June 14
Visit wwvy.PragugFeIIowsh_lp.czto SE€  Anne Marie Bailey June 15
our new |nterac;t|ve web site. Mempers Jacquie Cannon June 15
can log on to view/update member info Sergei Razlivkin June 16
and chat with other members. An- (E:‘r/]a 'I'_'aZFl;KO‘;‘a i j““e 12
e 2 arlie rReinhar une
nouncements to be included in tht_a bul- Sarah Blenkam June 18
letin can be ppsted on the web site, Orgethany Robbins June 18
can be emailed to LukaS Port at Joseph Mehaffy June 19
lukas_port@hotmail.com Ron Kennedy June 24
- Michaela Haig June 28
Minna Hoikkala June 29
Andy Faust June 29
Jana Dubova June 30
D =D po C Do =D % (S




(Continued from page 3 Member of Month)
friends to Christ. | believe if our neighbors see
an authentic Christian community, they will

soon discover the Lord. In meeting the Lord we

find forgiveness,

healing,

wholeness.
If we are_notbringing our friends to Jesus, we
are not true friends or an authentic Christian
community. Bringing them to church is good
(Jesus is within us), but we have to point people
beyond ourselves. We have to bring people and
drop them at the feet of Jesus — who welcomes
the interruption, tenderly calls them son or
daughter, removes the barrier of sin, and heals

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

9)

10) Christian International School of

PRAYER ITEMS
PCF outreaches — Refugee cam
ministry and for enough volunteer
to help with the 5th annudnglish
Camp in Uvaly this August.
The church in the Czech Republic,
“The Czech Bride of Christ” - for
revival, reconciliation, protection
unity and love among Czecg
churches under spiritual attack.
Church Finances(generous, joyful
givers). Birthing of “Marketplace
Ministry” in Prague to shift fi-
nances into Kingdom of God.
Summer Groups; for hosts and

leaders as we continue our minis
this summer.
International House of Prayer

Prague (www.ihopp.org) - For
more leaders and finances.

ForPCF and former members in-
volved with full-time ministry such
as Michael Stadler, Sam Ewe

Kelly Kuest, Steve & Emma Gower,

Artie & Elizabeth Sposaro, Roger

&
Robin Harsh and David & Linda
d

Snell for God’s total provision an
protection in their lives “Always

keep on praying for all the
saints.” (Eph. 16:18)

For the Peace of Jerusalem
(Ps. 122:6)

Richard’s family and his ministry

in prison — he has been relocated t
prison in Moravia.

More laborers in the harvest field
of Prague and at PCF (Matt
9:37,38) and more salvations in th
Czech Republic

Prague (www.cisprague.org) for
more students/ teachers and apprd
of legal status.
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Those getting baptized were Lukas Port,
Matthew Mullen, and Monica Sebestova

Baptism Service

May 22, 2005

Should you have a testimony to share please emailhe deadline is June 14, 2005

The Prague Christian Fellowship Post:

Editors: Andy/Laura Herrmann; andrewjherrmann@yatwa and John Mullen; john.mullen@praguefellowstzipor www.PragueFellowship.cz




