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PCF Christmas Orphanage Donation

I would like to express many thanks
to all who donated money and toys
to help the orphanage in Kolin. They
were blessed and very happy about
our visit. As many of you know, we
have special relationship with the Ko-
lin Orphanage because Ester Moriah
(our daughter) came from that or-
phanage. Upon our visit on Decem-
ber the 24" the director returned to
work in order to meet us person-
ally. She was thrilled to receive our
gifts of cash (15,000 K¢/ $500 USD)
and toys. She said the money would
be very helpful so they could buy
needed supplies and new clothes for
the babies. Ester Moriah had the most
fun of all, playing with the babies and
making them smile.

Interestingly, the place was not full of
babies and small children as
usual. The director explained that all
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the nurses who were at not working in
the orphanage at Christmas took chil-
dren home with them so that some
could be in a family to celebrate their
first Christmas! We hope to make
this a regular visit and fulfill the high
calling of “pure and lasting religion
in the sight of God” which entails car-
ing for orphans and widows in their
trouble and refusing to let the world
corrupt us (James 1:27).

PCF Christmas Refugee Trip

In 2004 PCF visited one of the Czech
Refugee Camps almost every
month. However, December 20, the
team had a special treat for the chil-
dren. Thanks to YWAM Plzen the
refugee volunteers brought Christmas
gifts to every child. They also organ-
ized games, Christmas crafts and lots
of fun for the refugees. Thank you to
all of the volunteers throughout
2004.

Katka Kounovska has done a wonder-
ful job leading the Refugee Minis-
try. She has been not only working
out all the administration for PCF, but
also for two other churches. Her hard
work and graciousness has made it
possible for at least 50-75 volunteers
to participate in blessing some of the
neediest group of people in the Czech
Republic last year. Jesus said: 'Come,
you who are blessed by my Father,
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Dan Drépal, KS Pastor Emeritus

This imaginary letter does not con-
tain real people. If you must affix
real people to the story, affix your-

self.

Dear Monica,

A few weeks ago we had a conversation
about Steve and Teresa whose marriage has
been going through a crisis. You mentioned
that you advised Teresa to “be herself.”

I have thought a lot about this and have
concluded that your advice is erroneous —
not that | don’t wish Teresa to “be herself.”
| suppose she eventually will be, regardless
of what we tell her or what she decides to
do.

The problem with your advice is that it
is very subjective (it has no attachment to
biblical truth). Teresa who files for divorce
is a different woman than Teresa who never
does. There’s no predetermined Teresa here.
Who eventually Teresa is, we are yet to see.
Who eventually Teresa will become is pri-
marily the total sum of her individual deci-
sions.

The Lord says we are to choose a path of

life or death. He challenges us to make a
personal choice. We will either walk the
path of life, or we will walk toward death.
He lets us choose without the burden of a
predetermined outcome. If | walk the path
of life, | will be a different Dan than | will
have been, had | walked the other way.

The whole of our lives is about making
decisions. Some are not so important — they
will not define our fruits — while others are
heavier and might send us wayward. And
finally, there are decisions that will truly
drive our fate.

I remember a brother who gave his life
to Christ 24 years ago. Previous to his con-
version, he was faced with the decision of
whom we would vacation with to the moun-
tains — a group of Christians or a “bunch of
others.” It is likely that had he chosen the
“bunch of people,” he would never have
become a Christian. When he later did be-
come a Christian, he made many choices
influenced by the Word of God, which
helped steer his journey. If he hadn’t be-
come a Christian, he would have made other
decisions, which perhaps would have
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steered his life in an opposite direction.

When he was deciding who would be his
“mountain company,” he didn’t have a clue
about the consequence of the decision.
Maybe his choice was motivated by desire
for a fancier trip or more sympathetic peo-
ple. The decision itself wasn’t life changing
or morally serious.

But during the trip, God confronted him
with His Word. The Holy Spirit touched
him. I’m sure that the Holy Spirit didn’t
force him into anything. He could have re-
sisted and not allowed himself to be
changed. He could have carried on in his old
ways after coming back.

The choice to follow Jesus Christ was
completely sane, crucial, and voluntary and
it had a moral meaning. He chose to walk a
path of “not being himself” — a path on
which he only started to “become his true
self” — in contrast to the path of “becoming
himself,” had he turned the opposite way.

In the years that followed, however, he
had plenty of opportunities to make mis-
takes. He didn’t lose his freedom by receiv-

(Continued on page 3)




Member of the Momth

Samantha Trad

“How can we understand the road
we travel? It is the Lord who directs
our steps.” Proverbs 20:24

As | sit on a train destined for Pra-
gue, after spending my Thanksgiving in
a small town near Slovakia, | marvel at
the beauty of the Czech Republic. |
can’'t help but worship the Lord — the
Creator of this mysterious place — the
amazing one whose ways | will never
understand. A year ago | was in Cali-
fornia far from the snow and cold, fin-
ishing my last year at University — the
Czech Republic was the furthest thing
from my mind — | doubt | could have
placed it on a map. Yet, God in his wis-
dom (and humor) brought me here. In
fact, he planned for me to come to this
place before | was even born! Who
would have thought God would call a
California girl who swore she would
never be a teacher, who hated foreign
language, and thinks it's freezing when
it is 65 F to teach English in the middle
of Europe? Certainly not this California
girl, but apparently God thought it was
a good idea and He made it very clear
to me that coming to Prague was his
will for me.

| became a born again Christian
when | was 18 years old. My salvation
story (as all are) is awesome, but kind
of long, so | will save it for another time
and place. | grew up in a small town in
Southern California called Redlands. |
went to the University of Redlands —
which was literally down the street from
my high school. There, | studied gov-
ernment and international relations. |
was very involved in my church. |
worked with the college group and high
school group. | also helped coach the
high school speech and debate team.
Needless to say, | was busy pretty
much all of the time. | had no idea what
| was going to do after school. When |
started University, doing missionary
work was out of the question. | had
never traveled outside of the country
and | had absolutely no desire to. | as-
sumed that | would live the rest of my
life in Redlands. However, during my
second year of university | strongly felt
God calling me to study abroad. | was
afraid and didn't really want to, but eve-
ryone kept encouraging me to do it. |
ended up studying abroad for one se-
mester in London. During that time, my
whole life radically changed. | grew
closer to God and learned to trust in
Him like never before and, to my sur-

prise, | got the “travel bug” in a very
major way. Suddenly, this small town
girl wanted to journey the world! | be-
gan thinking that maybe staying in
Redlands my whole life was not what
God wanted. Suddenly, the dreams |
had of the future were changing.

| was praying a
lot for God to give
me wisdom and di-
rection about what
to do after | gradu-
ated from Univer-
sity. That summer, |
decided to go on my
first mission trip to
see what missionary
work was like. |
went to Honduras
for two weeks to
build houses and do
dramas. However,
on the second day
of the trip an oppor- & L L
tunity opened up for one of us to stay
for another month to teach Engilsh to
13 year-olds. The pastor asked me if |
wanted to do it. As soon as he asked, |
knew without a doubt that it was what
God wanted, so | stayed for 4 weeks
longer than | had anticipated.

God taught me a great deal during
my time in Honduras. | loved doing
missions work and began praying a lot
about doing some kind of missionary
work after University, but | wasn’t sure
and | was afraid. How could I, a pretty
new Christian, possibly do missions
work? Slowly, God began showing me
that really all Christ followers are mis-
sionaries, whether they move to an-
other country or not. Still, | did not trust
God, after all how could | ever leave
Redlands — the town | loved so much
where my friends and family lived for
more than a few months? Jesus’ words
kept echoing in my mind, “If you want
to be my follower you must love me
more than your own father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sis-
ters — yes, more than your own life.
Otherwise, you cannot be my disci-
ple.” (Luke 14:26)

| knew | was too weak to follow
God on my own so | prayed a lot for
God to help me trust him and live for
him and not myself. In December of
2003, | went to a huge missions confer-
ence called Urbana. There were liter-
ally hundreds of different missions or-
ganizations there and | didn't even
know where to begin. | am an ex-
tremely indecisive person, so | cried

out to God to give me clear direction. |
felt God calling me to Europe, but | did-
n't know where or how. | saw an or-
ganization called ESI teachoverseas.
org — | didn’t know anything about it,
but | strongly felt God calling me there.
So, | went to their booth and immedi-
ately knew this was it. | met the ESI
director of Central Europe (who had
taught in Prague for several years at
the school | teach at now!). She ended
up interviewing me right there and |
didn't go to any other
missions
booth. | was
| so excited
because I
| knew this was
what God
wanted for me and
he had never spo-
ken so clearly to
me (apart from
when | was saved).
Even though | had-
n't even been ac-
cepted into the pro-
gram yet, | was cer-
tain this was God's
will and | started
praying for my fu-
ture students.

| was so excited; God had called
me to live in the Czech Republic! | told
my parents as soon as | got home. To
my dismay my mom started crying and
my dad kept yelling, “You can't go to
Czechoslovakia, they're all a bunch of
commies there!” An important side note
to this story is that my parents are not
evangelical Christians and they were
not at all excited about my desire to
travel. They loved the first plan: To
stay in Redlands my whole life. There-
fore, when | announced that | was go-
ing to the Czech Republic they were a
little upset. Luckily, through much
prayer, my parents accepted the idea
of my leaving and although they wish |
wasn't here, they support me.

And now here | am, an English
teacher in Prague! It has been a diffi-
cult journey so far. | get very homesick.
I miss Redlands a lot, especially my
family and friends, but God is showing
me that, really, | have a huge family
that lives not only in Redlands, but all
over the world. In fact, by leaving
“home” and following God, | am now
closer to my true home than ever be-
fore. Praise God for God, living for him
may be difficult, but it is the most excit-
ing, rewarding and fulfilling job ever
created. | can only wonder what God
will do next...

“Trust in the Lord with all your
heart; do not depend on your own
understanding. Seek his will in all




(Continued from page 1 “If you want to see... ”)
ing Jesus Christ, but the very opposite. He
could have turned away at any time. At
times he was even quite close to it, | think.
During his years with Christ, he made many
good and bad decisions. Eventually, the sum
of all decisions define the person that he
will become in the end.

So what is the right thing to say to
Teresa? She stands on a chaotic and difficult
crossroad in which the advice “to be her-
self” won’t do her any good. Maybe no ad-
vice is good for her right now (too many
voices can drown-out the voice of the Holy
Spirit), not to mention something with a
forced or contrived message.

If we really want to help her, we can
help her discuss the options that are in front
of her. If she decides to divorce Steve, she
throws away a second chance with him. It
would also mean breaking the most funda-
mental covenant that two people can ever
enter into. Decisions like that do bear conse-
quences. They allow a person to run away
from love, possibly do away with faith, and
snuff out all hope of reconciliation. Should
Teresa file for a divorce, it undermines three
basic Christian virtues (faith, hope and
love).

If she stays with him, she will have to
fight through several hard years. | under-
stand how hard it is for her to be with Steve,
probably nothing easy about it. Faith and
hope that things will change are require a lot
of faith initially. To make it with Steve
means that she will need God — there is no
chance without Him. It is easy to divorce
without the Lord. With Him, divorce will be
a challenge.

I would not advise anybody to engage in
serious decisions for which God is not
needed. “In him was life, and that life was
the light of men.“ We find true life only
when we need God, and only when we need
Him desperately.

Sin means missing the goal. Divorce
will be a temporary relief for Teresa, but not
a beginning to true life. “Our life is now
hidden with Christ in God.” We must some-
times choose a bitter path for that life to
appear. Sometimes the path even leads
through the valley of death (A seed must fall
into the ground and die to bring forth life).

One day, you mentioned that the Lord
does not require great deeds. I’m convinced
of the opposite. He wants everything from
us. And, if we want to know His life, we
will have to give everything to Him...just
like the man who once wanted to buy the
most precious pearl.

Dan Drapal

(Continued from page 1 “December Ministry...")
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world. For
I was hungry, and you fed me. I was
thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I
was a stranger, and you invited me
into your home. I was naked, and you
gave me clothing. I was sick, and you
cared for me. |_was in_prison, and
vou visited me' (Matt 25:34-36).

PCF Christmas Program

On December 19th PCF had their an-
nual Candle-Light Christmas Ser-
vice. This service is translated into
Czech so that we can invite our Czech
friends and neighbors to come and
visit. The 2003 Christmas play did
not hold a "candle" to the perform-
ance by our children in
2004. Mitchell & Matthew Mullen,
Monika Sebestové, and Robin Sedivy
sang "We Three Kings" and the audi-
ence had more entertainment than
they bargained for. Martina
Dolezalova danced to Amy Grant's
"Welcome to our World," Dan Drapal
shared his testimony, and | shared on
the true meaning of Christ-
mas. Thank you to all who partici-
pated. It was a memorable night for
all of us. Despite the secular orienta-
tion of Prague many visitors were pre-
sent. Thank you to those of you who
reached out to your colleagues,
friends, neighbors and fami-
lies. "This will be your opportunity to
tell them about me--yes, to witness to

the world" (Matt 10:18-19). n

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED....

The best way to keep up
with your giving for TAX
records or to simply to
“keep up”
is via bank transfer.

Please consider this option, it will

be easier for you and you’ll make
the church accountant happy.

PCF Bank Info:

Sbor Krestanské spolecenstvi
PCF, CSOB a.s., Kamenicka 26,
Prague 7
Account No. 81730394/0300
Variable symbol: 10261

o

IHOPP
WORSHIPPING & PRAYER
Tuesday, February 8 and 22 — from 6-
8 PM - for the House of Prayer in Eng-
lish at YMCA (Motylek school),
Boutilova, Prague 9. Worship with us
and corporately seek God’s will for this
city and this nation. Getting there: Go
to metro Rajska Zahrada — yellow line.
Get off and walk across the street,
downhill Boutilova street on the right

side — 5 min walk.

LADIES RETREAT!
Friday & Saturday, February 11&12
at the Snells” house in Stara Boleslav.
For more information call Linda Snell
at 326 912 103 or 723 177 295.

LEADERS MEETING
Sunday, February 13 - 1:00 PM at the
Church.

MINISTRY TO THE REFUGEES
Saturday, February 19 — Meeting at
10:45 AM, place will be specified.
Back in Prague around 5 PM. We serve
tea and coffee and fellowship with the
refugees, play sports, do crafts with
children.  If you are interested in
joining us or want to donate clothes,
toys or Chrisitan books (preferably in
Czech) contact Katka by cell at 737-
329-457 or
katka.kounovska@praguefellowship.cz.

uPcoming
Birthclags

The following PCF members past and present will
be having birthdays in the next few weeks.

Lulit Demissew 1 February
Barret Kropf 2 February
Vincent Reed 2 February
John Kantke 4 February
Phil Evans 4 February
Marvin Lang 5 February
Stephen Old 6 February
Steve D. McRee 12 February
Natasha Pimenova 13 February
Bogdan Pilch 13 February
Michael Stadler 14 February
David Snell 16 February
Tamara Nickle 20 February
Chris McLaughlin 22 February
Tom Valera 22 February
Laura Blenkarn 24 February
Michelle Sebestové 24 February
Tamara Paden Travers 26 February
Lisa Niederheitmann 26 February
Michiel Overwater 27 February
Mirek Sedivy 28 February
Ariel Robbins 29 February
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Events

PRAYER ITEMS
PCF outreaches — Refugee camp min-
istry, that Katka will find a partner in
this ministry and for more open doors to
minister at the camp.
The church in the Czech Republic,
“The Czech Bride of Christ” - for re-
vival, reconciliation, protection, unity
and love among Czech churches under
spiritual attack.
Church Finances (generous, joyful giv-
ers). Birthing of “Marketplace Minis-
try” in Prague to shift finances into
Kingdom of God.
Home groups; for hosts and leaders as
well as a commitment in the Body to fel-
lowship together weekly.
Wisdom for the PCF leadership as we
enter the new year.
International House of Prayer Prague
(www.ihopp.org) - For more leaders.
For PCF and former members in-
volved with full-time ministry such as
Michael Stadler, Sam Ewell, Kelly
Kuest, Steve Gower, Artie Sposaro,
Roger & Robin Harsh and David &
Linda Snell for God’s total provision and
protection in their lives. “Always keep
on praying for all the saints.” (Eph.
16:18)
For the Peace of Jerusalem (Ps. 122:6)
Richard’s health and ministry in the
Pankrac prison — he is requesting Czech
Bibles to hand out in the prison
More laborers in the harvest field of
Prague and at PCF (Matt 9:37,38), and
more salvations in the Czech Republic
Christian International School of Pra-
gue (wWww.cisprague.org) for more stu-
dents and approval of legal status.

Kelsie, John,
Matthew,
Mitchell, and
Moriah
visiting with the children and caretakers at Kojenecky Ustav Kolin.

“A HARD
ACTTO
FOLLOW?”

Our star
performers at
the Christmas

Service

‘ Should you have a testimony to share please email us. The deadline is February 20, 2005 ‘

Editors: Markéta Liskova; marketa.liskova@praguem

The Prague Christian Fellowship Post:
praguefellowship.cz, or www.PragueFellowship.cz




