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Let Your Faithfulness Shine

M

John Mullen, PCF Pastor

What's Inside?

other Teresa was quoted as ter or worse, in good times and bad.
saying; "I know God will not Was the point forgiveness or faithful-
give me anything | can't han- ness? In relationships faithfulness in-

dle. | just wish that He didn't trust me
so much." We smile at that quote be-
cause we knovhow muchGod did en-

cludes forgiveness, loyalty, trust, and
commitment. As we do that we are ex-
pressing the value of the other person.

¢ Family Profile: Kat Byrne
¢ Birthdays & Prayer Info

¢ Financial Update
¢ English Camp 2007
(Photo: The Puppet-Master)

trust to her. | suppose we could ask our-
selves a similar question: How much As couples experience mutual fidelity
has God entrusted to me? How can we and trust, it creates an environment
explain the disparity? Did God like her where people’s commitment to one an-:
more? Was she more holy or did she other can go deep. Faithful friends give
have more faith (her recently published each other the benefit of the doubt and
letters put that myth to rest)? stick by each other through conflict. It
makes sense that the greater the trus
A Senator from the United States, Mark the greater the capacity for commitment
Hatfield, told of touring Calcutta with in relationships. Without trust commit-
Mother Teresa and visiting the so-called ment is unlikely. There are plenty of : S
"House of Dying" (where sick children guys wanting to live with girls without ing yieldsmore faith. It is walking in
are cared for in their last days), and the the commitment of marriage. Lack of faith and finding God in the midst of
dispensary (where the poor line up by commitment is rooted in lack of faith- our journey that inspires us to go fur-
the hundreds to receive medical atten- fulness. Fidelity, trust and commitment ther, expect more, and rely lessaur
tion). Watching Mother Teresa minister all express to the partner... “I care |imited resources.

to these people, feeding and nursing about you. You are so valuable to me; |
those left by others to die, Hatfield was put you first above any other.” Loyalty,

overwhelmed by the sheer magnitude of trust and commitment tell a friend, “you

the suffering she and her co-workers are important to me.” “I value your

faced daily. "How can you bear the load friendship.”

without being crushed by it?" he asked.
Mother Teresa replied, "My dear Sena-
tor, | am not called to be successful, |
am called to be faithful." | think the an-

swer is faithfulness. She was faithful.

Faithfulness in the context of ouela-
tionship to God is expressed in our
walk with Him. In the absence of a
spouse, will you turn to God as your in-
timate partner or will you get your
Recently | read a quote by Les and Les-
lie Parrott: “Faithfulness is like a multi-
faceted jewel, exhibiting a comple
combination of interrelated dimensions
trust, commitment, truth, loyalty, value,
care.”

morality is a form of idolatry. Faithful-

“Faithfulness is like a
multifaceted jewel,
exhibiting a complex
The Parrotts are marriage counselor}|. : .
As | thought about how faithfulness ap combination of
plies to therelationships between peo-
ple, | could see the parallels to aeda-
tionship with God and ourrelation-
ship to our Christian community.

interrelated
dimensions- trust,
commitment, truth,
loyalty, value, care.”

Faithfulness in the context giersonal
relationships was well illustrated in the

Our faithful commitment to walk with
the God of heaven is lived out on
earth in the midst of Christian commu-
nity. Scripture says we are joined with
Christ and this joining happens not
just individually but in a community
context as well. Reference to the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit is always
plural. "He breathed on THEM, and
said “receive the Holy Spirit.” Faith-

needs met through someone else? Im-fulness to God is evidenced in our

faithfulness to the people created in
his image and bearing his Spirit. As
we are faithful to God and his family
it communicates “we value you Lord.”
It says “you are more important than
anything else in my life. You are first.
My life is a living sacrifice worship-
ping my creator.”

Faithfulness in the context of orgla-
tionship to Christian community is
expressed via participation, yields
unity, develops ministry and conveys
love. | use “participation” in the active
sense of the word. When you are

story of the prodigal’s father. Jesus had ness produces a moral, godly lifestyle. It faithful to a community you give of

something to say about sticking by also inspires faith. If sin chokes out our
someone through thick and thin, for bet- faith, then sowing faithful/righteous liv-

(Continued on page 3)




Falni

The university | attended about
90 km north of New York City
consistently ranks high for the
distinction of “students ignore
God on a regular basi$.” It's
funny that it was in such a place
that my journey to Christianity
really began. In my final year |
started going to church with a
good friend and some other stu-
dents—all of whom were warm,
accepting, fun, and not at all
judgmental—nothing like my

stereotype view
of Christians.

after
graduation and

when | heard that | would be

living next to and working with
Christian missionaries, my previ-
ous positive experience didn't
keep me from worrying. | was
preemptively defensive about be-
ing judged for my behavior, lan-

guage, sense of humor, and po-

litical views. | didn’t want to be
preached at and | didn’t want
them to try to convert me.

Once | met my neighbors, my

was asking a lot of questions.

1Y Prorile

fears were put to rest. They weretion was critical so the doctors
always open about their faith, but decided to induce a coma. When
never pushy. | woke up after three days, |
knew that | had been saved by
In retrospect, | recognize that the grace of God. (Indeed my
God was gradually surrounding connections with Christian mis-
me with more and more Chris- Sionaries got the prayemachine
tians and gently leading me along 90ing for me across the globe.)

But it wasn’t until a few days
My dad was in the US Navy, later that God answered my
so my family moved around a prayer to reveal Himself to me.
lot when | was a child. We  When | felt the Presence of God
lived in many places around that night in my hospital room |
the US and also spent 3 years felt perfectly KNOWN and per-
in Germany. After ourtime  fectly loved—good and bad. A
in Germany, we moved to few months later | gave myself to
New York City, which is Christ and now, more than two
where we stayed for the years later, I've finally found a
longest period. I've lived in church that | can call home.
Prague since 2003 and teach at
English at a gymnazium in
Prague 6. My plans are to
stay here indefinitely, but |
guess I'll see what God’s
plans for me are.

! According to rankings done by the
Princeton Review.

2 perhaps add some scripture like Mat-
thew 8.17 and Isaiah 53.4 'He took up
our infirmities and carried our diseases.'

the path he had chosen for me.
By my second year in Prague, I}
occasionally attended Bible stud-
ies, often prayed with friends and

That winter | fell seriously ill. |
had caught an unusual strain off&
diphtheria from kissing a boy Since my recovery, I've started taking

(which just goes to show that part in physically challenging events
they DO have cooties) and m like this triathlon | did with Eliska. |
y Y find the training and the races them-

body went into septjc shock. AS selves help me to depend on God in a
my lungs were failing, | found very real way. | have no delusions that
prayer to be the best way to keep! would be able to complete these tasks

from hyperventilating. My situa- without God giving me His strength

and, at times, carrying me.




=D =D &*“)»‘*)4 <«

for your brother and sister, in the con-
text of Christian community, as we lay
yourself, your time, your service, your our lives down for one another. The l
finances, and your presence. Max Lu- message of faithfulness in community is
cado tells the story of Norman Geisler love.
who was picked up over 400 Sundays
for Sunday school before he gave his
life to Christ. He asks the question; here on earth among us. He was full of
what if no one bothered to pick him up? unfailing love and faithfulness. And we
What if they gave up after 395 times? have seen his glory, the glory of the Jacob Kropf

only Son of the Father... For the law Dave Hein
Choosing to be together as a commu- was given through Moses; God's unfail- ENC Steiner )
nity, in one mind and spirit, means col-  ing love and faithfulness came through Darina Sediakova
lectively aquiring pieces of theeart of Jesus Christ (John 1:14 &17) Bronwyn Trevor
God. As a community feels His heart Linda Aboagye
they come together with a single pur- Just as Jesus on earth revealed the F42€tra Holubova
pose and mission. They are impelled to ther... faithfulness in our lives on earth Nancy Effinger
reach the lost, care for the poor, intro- reveals our heavenly Father to a lost and-ncoln Sposaro
duce justice and mercy to their cities, dying world. Sometimes showing them Zhanna Khimishinets
and preach the Word. Another thing the love of God is a bit nebulous. But T€irany Mehaffy
happens as well: they care for one an- faithfulness is much more tangible. As Jack Reinhardt

(Continued from page 1... Faithfulness)

other. There is no greater love than love we demonstrate faithfulness in aefa- Tom_F|sk
tionships, in our faith, and in our Kamil D tky
. Christiancommunities the lost will see  SYIVia Apodaca
‘F Finances God as he wants to be seenfull of ~David Lubwama
Robin Harsh

unfailing loveand faithfulness.
June 2007

Faithfulness is like a multifaceted jewel.

Upcoming

Birthdays

. The following PCF members past and present
So the Word became human and lived,j pe having birthdays this month.

September 1
September 3
September 6
September 6
September 6
September 9
September 12
September 15
September 16
September 17
September 18
September 21
September 21
September 24
September 24
September 26
September 30

84,961 | Total Income
11,462 | Internet & Communications

The more you look the more you see.
The more you polish, the more radiant

8,500 | Office Rent & Electricity NeW PCF Ban k |nf0
5,000 | Church Rent
18,351 | Supplies & Equipment
1,360 | Copying & Publishing
28,350 | Salaries/Employ Tax
800 [ Evangelism & Teaching
42,820 | Church Giving
13,271 | Fees & Advertising
3,702 | Miscellaneous
133,616 | Total Expenses

its shine.

Sbhor Krestanské spoleéenstvi
PCF, Account No.
181730394/2400

Variable symbol: 10261

AUTUMN' PCE
RETREAT

Contact Evzen Pekarek for assis-
tance at PekarekEvzen@seznam.cz

-48,655 | Net Income

| All amounts shown are in Czech Crowns |

e 2 BTN
‘ Thanks for giving Autumn PCF BBQ e e
C ~ Saturday, September 15, 2
" 2007 at 1:00 PM 1$ '
. PE€F Finances % (
# ::< )
July 2007 55
53,060 | Total Income . .
555 | Internet & Communications
8,500 | Office Rent & Electricity % % % #
5,000 | Church Rent $$
1,699 | Supplies & Equipment
200 | Copying & Publishing , $ .S
28,350 | Salaries/Employ Tax PC F H OS P I TAL I TY % $ _

0 ] Evangelism & Teaching
10,245 | Church Giving
569 | Fees & Advertising
0| Miscellaneous
55,118 | Total Expenses

WORKSHOP 185 1% 0
@ $ NER

B$/ 2% #

-2,058 | Net Income

All amounts shown are in Czech Crowns | > >

/WS 0/

631 78 94
VNV VA VA VAN

/ 0

&




Summer  English
camp, sponsored by
PCF, took place in
Uvaly for the sev-
enth straight sum-

mer.  This year's
camp was staffed by
local volunteers,

PCF and other CKS

volunteer from the
States.

This summer's pro-
gram was enhanced
with longer hours,
allowing teachers
and kids to have
more time in Eng-
lish language in-
struction as well as
music, sports,
drama and other ac-
tivities.  Seventy-
four children at-
tended the camp
whose theme was

PCF Annual English Camp

members, and one |

“Lava, Lava Island." Leis and is- home.
land attire were certainly an inte- The thre
gral part of this theme as wellasmajor
each room being decorated in im- groups
ages evoking far away tropical the 4-7
places. year olds g . ;
the 8 - 11 . -
The days started off with all the year olds, and the 12 and up
participants gathered together in group, each presented their part
the "Aloha Room" to hear the of the drama to parents and
word of the day which related to friends gathered at the Uvaly
Biblical themes as well as to sing koupalist (pool) Friday night.
cool, upbeat songs about JesusAll week the children had col-
being a best friend. Puppets lected "lava rocks" from their
were a part of camp this year, camp leaders for participation in
with Honza the Dog (alias Garth the camp activities and eagerly
Wright) being the hit of the awaited the "games for prizes"
week. Honza always seemed toactivities Friday evening as well.
have some attitude or behavior

While English camp is always a
busy time, leaders enjoyed
“movie night” with the older kids
who asked meaningful questions
afterwards. Seven of the camp-
ers prayed and asked Jesus into
their hearts (and the next day
there were four others). As al-
ways, there's a feeling of commu-
that wasn't qwte on the list of the nity that comes when working to-
fruits of the Spirit and as Honza gether; time getting to know oth-
learned to give over his heart anders while working side by side
attitude to God, the kids could teaching English or throwing wa-
see that possibly this was an ex-ter balloons on “Wet Wednes-
ample that they could follow in day.”

their life. There was a fashion

parade on Thursday where chil- Knowing the community of
dren came dressed in the "themeUvaly has once again experi-
attire," ranging from island na- enced a little more of God's pres-
tives, pirates, and hoola dancers,ence and seen the love of Christ
to live tropical island trees! The demonstrated, makes English
children worked on individual camp participation a joy, and
segments of a drama loosely re-next year, something to look for-
volving around the theme of ward to.

Robinson Crusoe. However, this g
time it was kids who were ship-
wrecked due to disobeying their §
parents. Yet, the theme of re-g
demption was evident with the”
kids' being rescued and returningitita

Should you have a testimony to share please emé#ilann.Mullen@PragueFellowship.cz). The deadiin8aptember 20, 2007 ‘
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