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This article is a translated adaptation from an
interview written by Tomas Coufal and publish
in the February issue of the Zivot Vieptitled 1
Started Under the Stade

our story sounds like a fairy-tale
— a village girl comes to a city and
records her album...
Well, | took a detour through Great
Britain ...

So let's start in Sumava, where you
come from
We were a traditional Catholic family.

What or who affected you to become
a believer?

| Started Under the Stage

received a good spiritual foundation and
joined the worship team.

What a speedy “musical career” —
become a Christian and off to the
stage!

You've probably never been in that
congregation? We used to meet in a
small venue, above garages and where
people actually sat on a raised floor and
preacher and the worship team was
lower. So | actually started under the
stage. :-) There were about twenty
members, so it was very natural to join
the ministry and do what was necessary
or use our gifts.

You didn’t stay long in this

My classmate Lenka at school became acongregation

Christian. | saw her life changed and it
was appealing to me, however, later it
irritated me. How can someone who
just met God claim to be a Christian
while | thought | had been a Christian
all my life? We often talked about God.
She offered to pray for me. There was
no breakthrough then but God favored
my decision and during the next year
my brother, sister, mom became

| was studying at a language school.
Nine months after my conversion |
went to England to be an au-pair
because | wanted to develop my
English skills. There | went to an
Anglican church. It reminded me of the
Catholic Church | grew up in but nearly
all of the members were born again.

Did you manage to somehow get

Christians and had the same change thatinyolved?

| saw in Lenka. For several months |
battled with God and then | gladly gave

up.

So in that moment your life became
easier or was it an adventure?

I'd say an adventure. One finds
fulfillment and acceptance in God.
What one aches and longs for is met in
Jesus. Then | found a place in a little
church, KS HoraZovice, where |

...t was very
natural to join the
ministry and do
what was
necessary or use
our gifts.

| worked as an au-pair in a vicar’s
family. In the church they were singing
traditional hymns with organ but they
also held afternoon and evening
services with praise and worship songs.
A lady played the piano and | played
the guitar. | also led worship at home
groups and took part in worship in
general. | stayed in England for two
years. | wanted to go to Bible school
there but | felt God was telling me to go
back home.

Upon your return to the Czech
Republic, why did you move to
Prague?

Sumava is on the German borders, so if
| stayed at home where | grew up |
wouldn’t be able to use English much.
An American woman friend who was
living in Prague helped me with
everything | needed to move there -
finding an apartment, paid my first rent,
bought my groceries and brought me to
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PCF ...

there was no doubt | was at the
right place.

You've been regularly serving at
IHOPP for about eight years. What
brought you to it?

IHOPP began in 2002 when people
with the same vision to create 24-hour
worship and prayer watch gathered and
| was a part of that group. God spoke a
prophetic word to me through Norm
Frederick from the House of Prayer in
Dallas, who was visiting John and
Kelsie Mullen in Prague. The word
clearly confirmed IHOPP is where |
was supposed to be. | minister there in
worship and intercession with Kelsie
Mullen and Zora Kounovska every
Thursday.

When did you start to think about
recording an album?

It came to me during my time in
London. | had a chance to record two of
my songs at my friend’s recording
studio, just with me and my guitar.

And now, what do you create, what's

your goal?

My primary goal is to reach out to the

unbelievers, but many Christians have
(Continued on page 3)
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Jeremy

I come from a small town in the rural
center of California which is known
among the younger generations there
for being comprised of two
institutions: farms and churches. | was
raised in a Christian home (but not on
a farm) and have gone to church ever
since | was young. While this was an
incredibly positive atmosphere,
growing up where being Christian is
practically a "given" can have its
difficulties, not the least of which is
dealing with the question, "How do |
actually live differently?" Because of
this upbringing of "sameness", looking
back on my life it is very difficult for
me to pinpoint an exact time at which
my (real) Christian life began; | have
no dramatic, road-to-Damascus
conversion moment to speak of, no rift
setting into striking opposition the old
and new me. My life, | think, can be
seen as an example of the general truth
that a relationship with God is not a
flick of the switch, but a decision to
subscribe to a state of continual
change. | fail and try and do and
hopefully, I am on my way to
becoming who God wants me to be.

My relationship with God has been
strengthened by a number of summers
working at a Christian summer camp
in California. It was an amazing
opportunity to live among so many
people actively seeking the Lord, and
to have a constant outlet for serving
and ministering to people.
It's a goal of mine--and it certainly is a
battle-- to function at that level of
servanthood in the "real world."

Julie

While nestled safely in a Christian
home throughout my childhood, |
learned of God early on, watched my
parents' faith grow and be tested, and |
officially gave my life to Jesus at the
ripe age of eight at a
children's camp led by our church. |
had an experience with God's

witnessing could have taught me. |
remember something my pastor said
when | was young, "lt's a good day
when you realize life isn't about you or
even about you and God, but about God
reaching others though you." | wrote
the date down on a museum ticket to
commemorate the day.

It would have been lovely to imagine
that from that day on | became perfect
and godly and that my life is pure bliss.
but my relationship with God can be

resence and was sensitive to hiSunderstood as any other relationship
pre: : .. there have been both fantastic days as
urgings and desires for my life.

Feeling something was missing in m well as frustrating ones. I've demanded
9 9 9 MY answers, I've misunderstood, I've
late teen years, the frustration

. . argued, I've been comforted, I've been
of churches tied to commodities and feel 9 ' y

d iritual q th thumbled. And | am definitely still
~900 spiritual - parages a working on turning my eyes toward
lacked - anything substantial, | began others while keeping my heart in line
slowly to drift from attending

; . R with God's.
and in an intellectual pursuit, tried to

find God through study and knowledge.
| looked to other religions and beliefs, US
anxious for any sure sign of truth.
Eventua”y, the gap between God andWe met in the university where we both
me seemed unbridgeable. So as studied English literature. After
disregarded the question altogether, Igraduating (and getting married!) we
grew restless and reckless, tired of tryingfelt a little hindered in our job hunts in
to reconcile all the loneliness and hurt | the States and at odds in general with
felt with the idea of some perfect being | the culture and values. So, both feeling
didn't know. As a result of this time in called to teaching in some manner, we
my life, I've always felt compelled decided to search abroad for work
toward anyone lonely or sad or seekingtéaching English. We've been teaching
for truth. in Prague since October 2009 and
started attending PCF in December. It's
It was about four years later that | metbecome a necessary part of our week to
Jeremy and he invited me to churchspiritually center ourselves each
again. | was apprehensive and reluctantSunday, and PCF's welcoming &
and most of the words fell on deaf ears.friendly congregation has made that an
It wasn't until an unassuming Saturdayincredibly natural process.
in San Francisco as we walked together
toward the Wharf that | felt God again.
We passed a man lying face down,
crying in the street. | looked around,
puzzled at all the faces so quickly
passing by, aloof and disinterested, and
was instantly reminded of the scripture
from Psalms, "There was no man whg
cared for my soul." I thought, “Walit,
there is someone...that person is Jes
and this person is my responsibility too.”
Timid at the moment, | couldn't speak tg
him, but something was confirmed in
my heart, something no amount of]
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(Continued from page 1.... Under the Stage)

been inspired and encouraged by my
songs.

It's been twelve years since you came
back from England. That's a long

way to release an album.

In 2004, the vision started to shape
more. We had a women’s group in PCF
where we began to pray for it and
prophesied over each other. My heart’s
desire was to have the songs played on
secular radio stations and for that your
music needs to have a certain quality. |
prayed specifically for someone
experienced in the music industry who
would go for it with me - without me
persuading him/her. Then Don
Gawthorne appeared, a keyboardist,
who matched perfectly my prayer and
who made all the song arrangements.
We worked on the album for three
years.

Recording means funds.

| was never afraid about that. | believed
that if it is God's will, He will take care
of it. When | started working with Don
a sponsor appeared who said: “Don’t
worry about the money, everything is
taken care of.” And it lasted for three
years.

What have you learned through it?

it comes, it comes.

Christians who are single tend to seek
their partner differently. Some try

hard and seek eagerly, the others just
passively wait ...

I'm for friendship first, | think that
relationships should come naturally. |
don't believe in a revelation, rather |
believe in a confirmation.

What about Christian dating sites?
I've tried Czech and foreign sites and |
was not afraid to pay for it ... didn’t
work out for me.

This probably is not easy.
It's difficult. | think for women more.

There are more women in churches than

guys.

At one point | kept on praying and
asking God, praying again and again
and God was still silent. No sign of the
right man for me. So | thought, “I will
just find a non-Christian man. If God
doesn’t care and doesn’t respond to the
cry of my heart then I'll do it my way. |
rebelled in my heart against God. On
that Sunday, one lady | hadn’t seen in
years was visiting PCF. She had a
prophetic word for me without knowing
about my situation. | didn’t tell her a
thing. She said, “Don’t settle for
Ishmael, the son of flesh. Wait for

| learned patience which is a process we Isaac, the son of promise!” That was

learn when we wait on something to
happen.

| learned to trust God and not be afraid.
| could have done things in my own
strength, but | knew that it wouldn’t

have the potential to reach people. | had

to give up my own efforts.

All the songs you composed are your
work?
All songs are 100 % mine.

Are you planning concerts this year?

| want my music to be used to
evangelize and to reach out, but | also
want to help build the Church. | would
like to offer concerts to churches
outside of Prague for people to invite
their unbelieving friends. Then the local
Christians can talk to them and then
harvest the fruit.

You're over thirty and you are still
single. You think you have the gift of
celibacy?

No. | believe that God hasn't forgotten
me and that He knows about me. When

such a clear word. God spoke. Since

then | cannot afford to go against God
in this matter. He knows when will be

the right time.

eBanka Account No. 181730394/5500

64,190 78,755 | Total Income
-1,002 2,544 | Internet & Comm.
7,590 8,053 | Office Rent & Electricity
8,500 8,500 | Church Rent
7,257 1,799 | Supplies & Equipment
300 0| Copying & Publishing
39,128 82,451 | Salaries/Employ Taxes
2,500 o| Evangelism & Teaching
6,500 13,000 | Church Giving
1,531 1,296 | Fees & Advertising
1,880 o| Miscellaneous
74,184 118,543 | Total Expenses
-9,994 -39,789| NetIncome

PRAYER REQUESTS
1) Church Finances— please pray
for faithfulness of the community
to tithe joyfully and wisdom in
PCF spending and giving.
Current & Former PCF
members involved with full-
time ministry such as John &
Kelsie Mullen, Doris Rabus,
Rosane da Silva, David Snell,
Kelly Kuest, Sam Ewell, Michael
Stadler, Will Porter, Andy Faust
and Roger & Robin Harsh for
God’'s total provision and
protection in their lives
“Always keep on praying for
all the saints.” (Eph. 16:18)
Servants —Please pray that God
would call some worship leaders
to come help with PCF, CISP
and IHOPP, and pray for a
pastoral couple so John and
Kelsie can hand off and take a
furlough in 2011.
Outreaches— please pray for
God’s leading and for our
outreaches and mission trips.
Worship— please pray for the
PCF worship schedule this spring

and summer.
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The fo

llowing PCF members past and present

will be having birthdays this month.
Katka Kounovska April 1
Isaac Bello April 2
Rebecca Lang April 2
Veronika Denkova April 3
Victoria McCall April 4
Faith Oguk April 5
Kelly Kuest April 5
Linda Snell April 5
Joanna Makuch Bruce April 6
Sharon Culek April 8
Larry Winnes April 8
Betty Demesew April 9
Mat j Cepl April 13
Petra Bartlova April 14
Victoria Kutkina April 15
Erin Olson April 15
Jana Brahova April 16
Robin Sedivy April 17
Gabriela Piv tiva April 17
Martina LiSkova Reed April 18
Jana Kristofoviova April 22
Tobias Gawlik April 22
Daward Zhao April 23
Rowland Godwin April 23
Tomas Landovsky April 24
Joanie Herwig April 24
Tomas Knapek April 27
Luke Bodé April 28
JoAnn Lang April 30

Jessica Crowther fgil 30
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P CF and the Christian
International School of
Prague (CISP) will host of
fundraiser again, on April
10", It will be a day of fun

and there will be something
there for everyone! This year
the funds will go to orphans
in Belarus (WLFK), Teen

Challenge and Make a Wish
Foundation. Opportunities to
participate are many!

How can YOU specifically
help?1. Come with some
money to buy some yummy
food, shop at the garage huge
sale, buy an auction item or
play games outsid@. Bring
some foodto be sold at the

ohrkelsie@gmail.com
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SUNRISE SERVICE
Strahov Monastery +/- 5:30 aml
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event, such as chili,
palainky, salads, homemade
desserts, or spicy chicken
wings/legs... your favorite
dish *ood must arrive by
10 am 3. Donate unwanted
items to our salé Please
bring items (clothes, home
goods, books, CDs, DVDs,
etc., good quality please) to
the schoolbefore Fridayso
the items can be sorted and
priced. 4. We are seeking
someunique items for our
live auction, such as movie
tickets, jewelry, homemade
crafts, services, etc. Please let
us know if you have
something that would be
appropriate for the auctiob.
We are praying for corporate
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SUMMER FUN

sponsors to donate money
towards covering the costs of
this event. If you would like
to make a donation, please
contact Eva at 776 496 762.
For more information please
contact Kelsie at
johnkelsie@gmail.com or
722 902 083.

Last year we raised 66,000
K and were able to arrange
hand-delivery of the funds to
WLFK and a foundation in

Nigeria. Our efforts paid big
results for those ministries.
Together we synergize and
our individual parts

contribute to a very big

blessing for needy kids.

Missions Trip — July 22-26
10th Annual U

‘ Should you have a testimony to share please emailhe deadline is April 20, 2009. ‘

Editors: John Mullen (John.MuIIen@PragueFeIIowsiMustalow

The Prague Christian Fellowship Post:
www.PragueFellowship.cz




