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the Holy Spirit mean to me now? 
Was it just a memory, a fleeting 
sensation of a gentle stream of 
energy running through my body 
that I felt back then when I 
pondered certain passages from the 
book of Acts? 
 
I recalled the words of pastor Che 
Ahn [Asian American pastor in 
California, USA], who said that we 
need to be continually filled by the 
Holy Spirit because we leak. True, 
but why does the New Testament 
speak of this experience as a 
“baptism“? Take water-baptism. It 
is generally thought of as something 
non-repeatable. Even if someone 
gets baptized as an infant and later 
resolves to be baptized again, say by 
immersion, as a mature person, he 
or she would not say this is a second 
baptism. Rather, he or she would 
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�����  Spirit Filled? .  

�� ome time ago a friend of mine 
introduced me to someone, 

referring to me as a “Spirit-filled 
Christian.” His remark caused me to 
reflect upon why I do not feel 
comfortable with his remark. I 
chose not to protest aloud because I 
sensed that in the given context his 
words meant: “Feel free to talk to 
Pavel as one who welcomes 
charismatic gifts.” In this sense I 
could agree and in fact, the contact 
with the lady he introduced me to 
proved beneficial in that I was given 
a prophetic word through her. 
 
Nonetheless, I kept wondering: I 
was Spirit-baptized when I was 16, 
but what of that experience had 
stayed with me over the two 
decades that had elapsed since? 
Much had transpired in the 
meantime.  What did the baptism of 
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  Lessons of the Heart . 

�� recently read that “rules focus 
on behaviour and principals 

focus on the heart.” In order to  
appreciate that statement one needs 
an understanding of the heart. 
 
The Bible has a lot to say about the 
heart. So much in fact, that it would 
take a book to group and classify all 
the characteristics of the heart. For 
the sake of space let me condense it 
down to my definition: the heart is 
the place that God and mankind 
meet. 
 
Of course there is a lot more about 
the heart to discuss, but a great 
beginning point is 2 Corinthians 
1:22— But it is God who establishes 
us together with you in Christ and 
who anointed us, who also sealed us 
and gave us the Spirit in our hearts 
as a down payment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God’s Spirit resides in our hearts 
but we do as well. There are many 
passages touching on the emotions, 
passion, guilt, convictions, values, 
beliefs, desires, temptations, and 
intimacy all found in our hearts. 
 
It reminds me of Jesus who was 
fully God and fully man. Our 

redeemed hearts fully touch heaven 
(God) and fully touch earth (our 
humanity). Without Christ dwelling 
in our hearts we would have no 
hope of lasting change and no hope 
of a future. However, with Christ 
we are new creations with new 
identities (2 Cor. 5:17, Gal. 6:15), 
making all things possible (Mat. 
19:26, Mark 9:23). 
 
Usually people who grow up in an 
environment that is focused on rules 
rather than the heart - struggle as  

(Continued on page 3) 

If we have  
behavioural 
issues, we 

have a 
spiritual need. 

contend that the infant baptism wasn’t 
real baptism or at least that it was 
somehow deficient or incomplete 
because it did not express his or her 
own faith. 

(Continued on page 3) 



God, Spirit, Son 
Eat honey, my son, for it is good; 
honey from the comb is sweet to 
your taste. -- Proverbs 24:13 
I eat a lot of honey. I eat creamed 
honey, specifically; it’s the kind 
that is “whipped” or extra thick and 
creamy, looks suspiciously like 
butter, and tastes too good to be 
good for you. I love it. I eat it by 
the spoonfuls and put it on 
everything besides vegetables, it’s 
just that good.  
 
Do you see where I’m going with 
this? I apologize for my banal 
beginning, but please let me 
explain.  
 
You see, writing this testimony 
was one of the hardest things for 
me to do. In fact, this is my sixth 
draft, it’s two a.m. already, and I 
was supposed to have it done a few 
hours ago. I have stared for hours 
in agony at my long list of reasons, 
whims, and other prerogatives for 
my belief in God, the Holy Ghost 
and Christ -- the God of 
Christianity, but to no avail! How 
do I explain what I live off of in a 
way that expresses the essence of 
my belief? All my brainstorms 
were dead-ends and not real 
pictures of what I really feel. One 
idea was too deep with too much 
pessimism, another too flimsy and 
meaningless, another too falsely 
perky, and another too ridiculous. I 
needed something more; so, of 
course, I pushed back my chair, got 
my spoon, went to the cupboard 
and got out my honey jar as is my 
habit. And finally it hit me. Honey! 
God is honey.  
 
My relationship with honey goes 
back a long, long, long way. I have 
an early memory of licking the 
dripping honey from a wooden-

slatted ladle when my coordination 
was not yet fully developed, and I 
managed to sprinkle the sweet, 
sticky, brown stuff all over the 
counter, my hands, and clothes to 
my gleeful delight and my 
mother’s horror. This is it! It is my 
testimony to what God is in my 
life. He is my gleeful delight! I 
want to sprinkle Him everywhere! 
I want to lick my hands and taste 
Him. How do I explain this? I want 
you and I both to taste sweetness 
and get hungry so we understand 
each other. Please, feel free to 
replace Honey with God from here 
on out because I want to share with 
you my thoughts on God, the Holy 
Ghost, and Jesus -- because this is 
why I came to PCF.  
      
Honey gives me energy. In fact, 
honey is one of the best 
carbohydrate-like energy-givers 
with double benefits because it has 
a one-to-one ratio of glucose to 
fructose, which makes it the perfect 
natural product for both long-term 
and short-term energy-giving. 
Honey is great for exercising and 
thinking alike because it provides 
the kind of energy the brain needs 
as well as producing carbohydrates 
for active muscles. Honey gives me 
strength when I eat it. 
 
Honey heals. It builds a defensive 
immune system by providing anti-
bacteria enzyme activities, and 
antioxidants that build up the body 

instead of tearing it down. It acts as a 
healer and a soother to soreness and 
illness. It’s great for preventing 
sickness as well as helping you to 
recover quickly. Honey heals and 
soothes when I drink it. 
 
Honey is sweet. It satisfies sugar 
cravings, longing for sweetness and 
dessert. It makes me smile when I 
have it throughout the day. It puts me 
in a good mood when I eat it with 
yogurt or by the spoonful. The taste is 
why I eat honey. I love the taste of 
honey. Honey is sweet on my tongue. 
 
Honey’s flavor changes according to 
the locality it is bred in, but its 
benefits and sweetness stay the same. 
In every country, honeybees are at 
work making sweet, sweet honey. 
Some country’s honeybees are more 
numerous than others and more honey 
is made, and some countries have few 
honeybees, but the honey quality is 
out-of-this-world! In Indonesia the 
honey is spicy, made with lots of 
tropical pollination. In Korea it is 
laced with ginger. In the States, it is 
highly processed, but also available 
raw-off-the-comb if you know the 
right people. In Germany it is 
seasonally flavored. In the Czech 
Republic it crystallizes quickly in the 
jar. But it’s all honey. I must be wary 
not to become a honey snob and scorn 
all other kinds of honey besides my 
preferred creamed kind (because it’s 
blended and oh-so-smooth) because 
that would be forgetting that it all 
started with honey -- and the 
substance is the same, and truth is, I 
want to appreciate and benefit from 
all kinds of honey. The more I can 
appreciate the varieties of honey the 
better -- I can eat more of it!     
 
You see, honey is good. It just is. 
Let’s share a jar. :-) 
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June 5 
June 5 
June 6 
June 7 
June 7 
June 10 
June 10 
June 10 
June 11 
June 11 
June 12 
June 14 
June 15 
June 15 
June 15 
June 16 
June 16 
June 16 
June 18 
June 18 
June 18 
June 18 
June 19 
June 19 
June 24 
June 27 
June 28 
June 28 
June 29 
June 30 
 

Babak Falsafi   
Stephen Sexton 
Vincent Drier 
Lukáš Port   
Laurie Luby   
Sara Gawliková   
Gary Niederheitmann   
Eugene Martin   
Oliver Šedivý   
Sandy Duryea  
Peter Lovett  
Nathan Parry  
Jacquie Gutsulyak  
Anne Marie Bailey 
Jessica Crowther   
Sergei Razlivkin   
Eva Hazuková  
Joel Cuffey 
Bethany Robbins   
Charlie Reinhardt   
Rebeka Koukliková    
Sarah Blenkarn   
Joseph Mehaffy   
Rickey Fanning   
Ron Kennedy 
Monika Šebestová   
Michaela Haig   
Shannon Jones 
Andy Faust   
Jana Dubová Nunes 
 

The following PCF members past and 
present will be having birthdays this month. 

 

I suspect that the designation “Spirit
-baptism” has fallen in disfavor 
even among many Christians who 
are open to various manifestations 
of the Spirit.  Why?  Perhaps, 
because many of us have come to 
realize that the talk of Spirit-
baptism has a divisive potential. 
One just mentions it and no matter 
how innocent his or her intentions 
can be, in certain quarters one gets 
automatically accused of arrogantly 
dividing Christians into two 
categories – those who have had a 
post-conversion experience of Spirit
-baptism and those who have not. It 
has happened to me too. As soon as 
I shared about my experience with 
my youth leader, I was immediately 
cautioned not to be conceited. I’m 
not sure whether this holds true 
about Cirkev Bratrska today, but 
twenty years ago, to confess one 
was baptized by the Holy Spirit was 
a kind of “coming out” and an 
occasion to be looked at weirdly. 
 
What else did my experience bring 
into my life apart from becoming 
part of the charismatic underground 
in the evangelical church where I 
grew up? Was it worth it? Clearly, 
at that moment God was literally 
tangible to me. This encounter 
brought me joy, encouraged me – 
rather a shy person - to speak about 
Christ with my high school 
classmates and played a major role 
in my decision to study theology in 
order to prepare for the ministry. 
 
Moreover, a new dimension of 
Christian life opened up to me as in 
the wake of my Spirit-baptism.  I 
also became increasingly aware of 
the reality of healing and prophecy 
that my church knew nothing about. 
 
Consequently, I find the Spirit-
baptism very helpful – even two 
decades later as it remains with me 
a memory. I do not feel “Spirit-
filled” and I do not wish to be 
introduced to others as such. But I 
remember that God encountered me 
and it has left a mark on my life.    �  

(Cont. from page 1… Spirit Filled?) 

 
parents or spiritual leaders. They 
learned behaviour modification is 
possible with control, and those who 
resist are labelled rebellious. When 
the rebellious grow into positions of 
authority, they tend to fall into the 
same trap and end up turning to 
control for help in managing others’ 
behaviour. 
 
The answer is Christ... specifically, 
Christ in us who makes us new. As 
our dead spirits become alive in 
Christ (Col. 2:13), we are joined 
with Him (Rom. 8:16), and go from 
enemy to family (Rom. 5:10-11), 
slave to son (Gal. 4:5) and judged to 
heir (Tit. 3:3-7). These analogies are 
not about behaviour but rather 
identity.  The slave does what he is 
told and no more. The convict does 
his time and no more. The enemy 
does what he is forced to and no 
more. 
 
Our redeemed hearts do not need to 
be threatened, controlled or 
manipulated from outside forces. 
They are already changed from 
Christ’s Spirit. If we have 
behavioural issues, we have a 
spiritual need. Ask yourself; what is 
grieving the Spirit’s work in my 
heart? Where is the unbelief in my 
heart? How has the Spirit’s voice 
been silenced in my heart? What 
lies am I entertaining in my heart?  
 
Lasting change almost always 
comes from within. Principals force 
us to move past superficial right-n-
wrong and into deeper why 
questions. They challenge us to 
develop values and THEN 
behaviours - that are consistent with 
them. When we create homes and 
communities that only address 
behaviour we never develop the 
values that guide and direct our 
lives.   
 
Slaves have no responsibility. Sons 
and daughters have a higher calling. 
That fact should motivate us to live 
responsibly!                              �  

(Continued from page 1... Lessons of the Heart) 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

1) Church Finances –  provision to 
cover our expenses and wisdom 
in spending and giving.  

2) Provision for current and 
former PCF members so they 
can stay involved with full-time 
ministry such as John & Kelsie 
Mullen, Doris Rabus, Rosane da 
Silva, David Snell, Kelly Kuest, 
Sam Ewell, Michael Stadler, 
Will Porter, Andy Faust, Roger 
& Robin Harsh, Arnout Francke 
and Nathan Parry for God’s total 
provision and protection in their 
lives.  “Always keep on praying 
for all the saints.” (Eph. 16:18) 

3) Church staff – Please pray that 
God would call some worship 
leaders to come help with PCF, 
CISP and IHOPP. 

4) Outreaches– Please pray for 
God’s leading and for homeless 
outreaches. 

5) Summer Missions -  Please pray 
for the team going to Ukraine, 
the English Camp and maybe a 
Belarus trip. 



The Prague Christian Fellowship Post:  
Editors: John Mullen (John.Mullen@PragueFellowship.cz), Markéta Lišková and Dawn Custalow Kupidlovská          www.PragueFellowship.cz 

Should you have a testimony to share please email us. The deadline is June 20, 2010. 
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PCF Bank Info: 
 

Sbor K�es�anské spole� enství 
PCF, eBanka Account No. 

181730394/5500 
Variable symbol: 1029 

 
Contact Ev�en Pekárek for 

assistance at  
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Congratulations to: 
  

Tene Sanchez  
Baptized 

May 13, 2010 
 

AND 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Jon 
La Plante 
Married 

May 19, 2010 

 

Tenth Annual Úvaly  
English Day Camp 

 

August 2th-6th 
 

Czech or English-speaking  
volunteers are needed!   

 

English Camps are THE BEST way to reach 
youth! 

 

Contact Kelsie Mullen  
if you are interested. 

722902083 or 
johnkelsie@gmail.com 
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