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repeated the song the following 
week by popular demand. We 
also heard a song sung by 
El izabeth Harsh, Joseph 
Kupidlovský, Mitchell Mullen 
and Josiah Harsh, as well as a 
song sung by Dawn Custalow. 
 
The funniest part of the program 
was the skit performed by Míra 
Šebesta and Jan Kupidlovský. 
They poked good fun at some of 
the Czech Christmas traditions 
while Joseph Kupidlovský 
recited a selection of scripture 
from Luke 2 that reminded us of 
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��������  Christmas Program 2009 .  
Christmas Presence was the 
theme for the annual PCF 
Christmas service.  This year the 
service seemed to be just that… 
full of the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.  Lots of visitors joined us 
this year as we made a 
community effort to reach out 
and invite our friends, neighbors 
and colleagues to the service. 
 
The program began with the 
song Jesus Born on this Day led 
by Markéta Lišková and 
accompanied by the PCF Sunday 
School. It was so good; they 

the true meaning of Christmas. 
That was the theme of the 
following skit performed by Joe 
Beamer, John, Mitchell and 
Matthew Mullen. Joe played a 
homeless man and the Mullen 
boys realized the true meaning of 

(Continued on page 3) 
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����	��  What Does God’s Call Look Like? . 

�� or me, God’s call has not 
been a blinding flash or 

writing in the sky, it has been a 
very gradual process. When my 
kids were small, I attended a 
ladies bible study group in the 
daytime and eventually was 
asked to co-lead it. As time went 
on, I became the leader. As the 
kids began to grow, I got a part 
time job in the church office and 
this helped me to grow in 
confidence, in the person God 
wanted me to be. I had the job 
for six years and in that time I 
had a more tangible sense of God 
wanting me to do more.  
 
I started to push doors and asked 
God to lead me and close the 
doors if the step I took wasn’t 
right. I applied to go to Hillsong 
College in Australia, but when I 
told my ex-husband, he wouldn’t 
let me take the children, so I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
decided to let that go. Then 
through a series of events, I went 
to see the pastor of a nearby 
Vineyard Church, with a view to 
moving there and he said he 
could put me on a leadership 
programme. I prayed about this 
and two people whose opinion I 
value, both felt that moving my 
kids from their home church was 
a mistake, so I decided that that 
wasn’t an option either. Then 

within a very short space of 
time, two separate people 
suggested I go to Moorlands 
Bible College, which was only 
15 miles away. I rang them and 
asked them for a prospectus. 
When I saw the cost, I dismissed 
it instantly. This was May 2006.  
 
Later in the summer, early 
August, I was at a Christian 
conference and God spoke to 
me, quite strongly and said Why 
are you arguing with me?” I laid 
a fleece and said to God “If you 
are talking about the Vineyard, 

(Continued on page 3) 

Therefore do 
not be foolish, 
but understand 
what the Lord's 

will is.  



�� was born in Indiana, USA, 
and the son of dedicated 

Hoosiers (my parents were very 
proud to be from Indiana). My 
earliest years were spent 
moving between Indiana and 
New Jersey, as my father went 
from seminary to graduate 
school and to pastor a Baptist 
church in New Jersey. We left 
that situation to move to Illinois, 
where my father started a small 
Bible school which has grown 
into a seminary.  
 

I went to the large state school 
in Il l inois, and studied 
economics and German. I was 
also involved in Campus 
Crusade for Christ. The more I 
deepened my involvement in 
this organization, the more 
uneasy I became with the 
theology and tradition that they 
espoused. After a while I 
“rebelled” against this training 
(and in some ways my 
upbringing). One way I rebelled 
was my choice of post-
graduation direction. Instead of 
telling people about Jesus, I 
wanted to do what Jesus did and 
actually improve peoples’ lives. 
So, wanting to use at least part 
of my education, I looked for 
ways to get involved in 
economic development work. 
Another way was my choice of 
church family – towards the end 
of my university career I 
became involved in a small 
Antiochian Orthodox church 
(similar to Greek Orthodox).  
 

After graduation, I found out 
that  I  was essent ia l l y 

unemployable in the economic 
development field. By chance, I 
got in contact with a Christian 
economics professor at Illinois 
who offered me a job doing 
research for the next year. After 
that, I transitioned into a 
masters’  program. This 
professor became my advisor 
and I still consider him my 
mentor – he has done a lot of 
thinking about how we as 
Christians are supposed to live 
in a world with hunger and 
severe poverty. He doesn’t just 
talk about it, but also lives 
sacrificially, having adopted 
four special-needs children in 
addition to his own children. 
His radical way of life is 
something that I would like to 
emulate. 
 

During my masters program I 
was able to conduct research in 
India, where I got to know other 
Christians who choose to live 
sacrificially and in community 
with some of the poorest people 
in Delhi. I learned a lot from 
these Christians, and see them 
also as inspirations for how to 

live differently and exemplifying 
our freedom from the powers of 
this dark world like “upward 
mobility” and nationalism.  
 

After spending two heady years 
learning from many different 
people, as well as from my 
economics classes and some 
theology classes I took at my 
father’s seminary, I moved to 
Uganda to serve as the field 
supervisor for a research study. 
The job turned out to be much 
more frustrating than I had 
anticipated, I started to see the 
d o w n s i d e  o f  e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  n o n -
governmental organizations, and I 
grew more and more lonely as 
time progressed. After a couple of 
false starts, I finally became a 
regular attendee in a Ugandan 
Orthodox church, but never 
integrated into life in Uganda. 
 

A little over a year after having 
moved to Uganda, I moved away, 
quite jaded with my choice of 
career. I made the decision to take 
some time away from economics 
and pursue other interests. So I am 
in Prague now, seeking to become 
a better English teacher, and 
pursuing a certain girl. Although it 
has been quite a change going 
from a Ugandan Orthodox church 
to an evangelical church in Prague, 
I am thankful for the role PCF has 
played in my life so far.   �  

(Editor’s note: Joel and “the certain 
girl,” Katrina Byrne, have set a wedding 
date for March 13, 2010 :-) 

 �����������	  
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January 1 
January 1 
January 3 
January 4 
January 4 
January 5 
January 6 
January 7 
January 12 
January 14 
January 14 
January 16 
January 16 
January 18 
January 19 
January 22 
January 23 
January 23 
January 23 
January 24 
January 24 
January 26 
January 26 
January 27 
January 27 
January 29 
January 31 
January 31 
 

Pavel Denk 
Arlyn Garcia 
Lydia Sposaro 
Johan van Straaten 
Anna Ceplová 
Sandra Bogarová 
Stuart Redgard 
Matthew Spousta 
Rosane da Silva 
Dimitris Kavakas 
Corrie Van Schalwyk 
Ester Moriah Mullen 
Junior Alberto Espinal 
Marek Václavík 
Alvaro Vallejos 
Sarah Reinhardt 
Anna Lang 
Martina Dole�alová 
Tomáš Sedlá� ek 
Mirek Šebesta 
Kamila Gawliková 
Linda Wang 
Bridget Kropf 
Matthew Mullen 
Artie Sposaro 
Joe McCall 
Zden� k Horák 
Peter Gohman 
 

The following PCF members past and 
present will be having birthdays this month. 

Christmas as they shared the 
gospel with someone who had 
never heard it before. 
 
Worship and carols were led by 
Mirek and Hanka Hoblíkovi 
from the KS St�ed church. They 
are neighbors with the Mullens 
in Úvaly and are active working 
together to plant a church out 
there. The songs flowed from 
Czech to English and everyone 
was able to join in. The team also 
included Dáda Guttnerová and 
Aranka Bergnerová from KS 
St�ed. 
 
Dan Drápal and Dave Currin 
delivered the Christmas message. 
It reminded us that Jesus is the 
reason for the season. The 
service was concluded by Mirek 
Hoblík who invited the Czech 
guests to attend the Christmas 
service of KS St�ed the following 
Sunday. 
 
The evening was quite fun and 
ended downstairs with coffee, 
tea, drinks and lots of good food. 
Some ran off to catch Markéta’s 
concert and some hung around 
into the evening talking and 
visiting. Things went so well, it 
was a reminder of God’s blessing 
and goodness to us in 2009.   �  

(Cont. from page 1… Christmas Service) 

then let me bump into the pastor 
today.” - he was at the same 
conference. I didn’t see him, so I 
took this to mean - Moorlands 
College. I got back from the 
conference and called the college 
and asked if it was too late to 
apply for that year, starting in 
September. They said not at all. 
At the same time I went to see 
my vicar and asked his opinion 
and he and his wife prayed with 
me. They had the Scripture from 
Song of Songs 2: 10-12, and I 
felt this was God saying yes. I 
then went through the application 
process at the college and was 
accepted, and started that 
September.   
   
The story doesn’t end there 
because I thought initially I was 
going for just one year and have 
ended up staying for the full 4 
years. I will graduate with a BA 
in Applied Theology, which I 
would never have believed 
possible at the beginning of the 
process. I had very little 
qualifications when I left school. 
Also, as I have gone through the 
process I believe God has been 
further defining my call and I am 
currently applying to be ordained 
as an Anglican Vicar. If He had 
said this to me at the beginning, I 
would not have had the 
confidence to pursue that, but 
now with some academic 
training behind me, I feel I will 
be able to embrace this now. 
This is by no means the end of 
the story; I am a work in process, 
as we all are.  
                    
I want to encourage you that God 
plants desires in your heart for 
things that can seem impossible, 
but following Him step by step is 
an exciting adventure and often 
the process is about the journey 
and not the end result.   �  

(Continued from page 1... God’s call) 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

1) Church Finances –  provision to 
cover our expenses and wisdom 
in spending and giving.  

2) Provision for current and 
former PCF members so they 
can stay involved with full-time 
ministry such as John & Kelsie 
Mullen, Doris Rabus, Rosane da 
Silva, David Snell, Kelly Kuest, 
Sam Ewell, Michael Stadler, 
Will Porter, Andy Faust and 
Roger & Robin Harsh for God’s 
total provision and protection in 
their lives.  “Always keep on 
p r a y i n g  f o r  a l l  t h e 
saints.” (Eph. 16:18) 

3) Church staff – Please pray that 
God would call some worship 
leaders to come help with PCF, 
CISP and IHOPP. 

4) Outreaches– please pray for 
God’s leading and for homeless 
outreaches. 

5) Mullen’s reconstruction of 
their attic -  Praise the Lord the 
project is finishing this month! 



The Prague Christian Fellowship Post:  
Editors: John Mullen (John.Mullen@PragueFellowship.cz), Markéta Lišková and Mandy Barter                                www.PragueFellowship.cz 

Should you have a testimony to share please email us. The deadline is January 20, 2010. 

PCF Bank Info: 
 

Sbor K�es�anské spole� enství PCF, 
eBanka Account No. 181730394/5500 

Variable symbol: 1029 
Contact Ev�en Pekárek for assistance 

at  ��-�
�-�$���.
��������  

PCF Winter 
Retreat 

 
We are looking for a 

winter retreat location 
near some ski slopes. If 

you have some 
suggestions, please contact 

Garth Wright at 
 

garthemail@gmail.com  
 

or  
 

mobile: 607 746 072�
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Annual Gathering 
Církev K � es� anské spole� enství 
Sunday, January 3rd at 2:00 pm 
v Národním dom�  na Smíchov� , 

Nám. 14. �íjna 16 
And NO SERVICE AT JE� NÁ   


