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be so gaga over.” 
“It’s simple, Mack. It’s all 

about relationships and simply 
sharing life. What we are doing 
right now—just doing this—and 
being open and available to oth-
ers around us. My church is all 
about people and life is all about 
relationships. You can’t build it. 
It’s my job and I’m actually 
pretty good at it.” Jesus said 
with a chuckle. 

Now the part about the woman 
Jesus is in love with, the woman 
he is “gaga” over, this part I 
know and find appealing (it is 
like a melody singing in my ear). 
However, the part about “pretty 
sure I haven’t met her” and 
“man-made institution” makes 
my stomach tighten and leaves 
me questioning my calling. 
 
Of course, the last bit about 
“relationships and simply sharing 
life” rings home (makes perfect 
sense to me), but why could 
Mackenzie not find that in his 
church? Doesn’t every Christian 
church emphasize relationships, 
community, and common serv-
ice? For a pastor I have a rather 
limited church experience. I 
never really knew a Catholic 
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��������  Shacky Church  
Last month I shared a passage 
from the book, The Shack, writ-
ten by William Young. There is 
so much to think about in this 
book (please find a copy and en-
joy!). However, as a pastor, I am 
particularly interested in the topic 
of the church. So I would like to 
begin with another segment from 
the book and then briefly share 
my “two cents.” 
 
[EDITOR’S NOTE: MACK IN THE 
STORY HAS COME TO A CABIN IN 
THE WOODS AND MIRACULOUSLY 
FOUND JESUS THERE. BELOW IS A 
SMALL SECTION OF THEIR DIS-

CUSSION.] 
 

Mack paused, searching for 
the right words. “You’re talking 
about the church as this woman 
you’re in love with; I’m pretty 
sure I haven’t met her.” He 
turned away slightly. “She’s not 
the place I go on Sundays,” 
Mack said more to himself, un-
sure if that was safe to say out 
loud. 

“Mack, that’s because you’re 
only seeing the institution, a 
man-made system. That’s not 
what I came to build. What I see 
are people and their lives, a liv-
ing breathing community of all 
those who love me, not buildings 
and programs.” 

Mack was a bit taken back to 
hear Jesus talking about 
“church” this way, but then 
again, it didn’t really surprise 
him. It was a relief. “So how do I 
become part of that church?” he 
asked. “This woman you seem to 

community (my family’s faith of 
association), but as an adult I did 
know a Vineyard church, and 
now I have been part of PCF.  
 
With that said… I wonder if 
there is any hope for the church I 
have come to know and love. 
Granted Sunday services can be 
some effort and stress. Granted 
there are never enough Sunday 
school teachers. Granted we are 
short of worship leaders. But I 
just can’t imagine a better way to 
come together, worship our Lord, 
hear the Word, and give people 
an opportunity to express them-
selves (corporately), than to have 
a Sunday service and weekly 
home groups. I have heard of 
Gen-X groups who meet when-
ever it “comes together” but they 
don’t last long. People need con-
sistency. We need something we 
can count on. We need people we 
can count on. My opinion of the 
Gen-X (emerging church) is the 
leadership is full of people who 
do not want to be counted on, do 
not want commitment, do not 
want anyone having expectations 
upon them (I have to admit it 
sounds nice to me too… but 
where is sacrificial love in all 

(Continued on page 3) 

My church is all 
about people and 
life is all about 
relationships.�



And he said to me, My grace is suf-
ficient for you: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness. Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest on me (II Corinthi-
ans 12:9). 
  
Christ has always spoken to me 
most strongly through stories. I 
cherish hearing about other peo-
ple's walks with the Lord and know 
that somehow mine carries its own 
share of truth.  I adore God's way 
of working in us through our vari-
ety and differences. Our lives and 
personalities are so varied but they 
all reveal God's love so clearly! It's 
my hope and prayer that these sto-
ries from my life bring you some 
clarity, comfort, or joy.  
  
I'm the oldest of three girls and my 
parents are strong Catholics. Most 
Sundays growing up, we would 
reluctantly pile into our minivan at 
8:55 for Mass. It wasn't something 
I looked forward to or put much 
heart into. I also attended St. 
Mary's School (SMS) and Bishop 
Fenwick High School--thirteen 
years of Catholic school in total!  
Learning about the Stations of the 
Cross (the Passion of Christ), at-
tending mass with my classmates, 
writing exegesis papers, and doing 

service projects were the whole of 
my spiritual life. I only thought 
about God when I was in religion 
class, at a service project or at 
church. I knew it was important to 
be selfless and help those in need, 
but I didn't understand having a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus. 
  
Just before high school I had my 
first glimpse of how to live for Je-
sus. My mother sent me to a new 
summer camp for four weeks. Camp 
Brookwoods & Deer Run is a Chris-
tian camp with cabins, camp games, 
sports, water activities and nature 
outings – just like the Girl Scout 
camps I had attended in past sum-
mers. The difference Christ made in 
my experience was eye-opening for 
me. This camp impacted my life 
more than anything I've ever done. 
The focus of each conversation 
every single day was Jesus and the 
relationship with him. Every morn-
ing we had a personal devotional 
time outside under beautiful pine 
trees. After breakfast the camp wor-
shiped together. For the next five 
years of my life, worship music 
would bring me to tears. It shocked 
me that people could express their 
love for the Lord in such a perfect, 
freeing way. My camp counselors 
poured love out to my cabin mates 
and I. Through all the teenage awk-
wardness, I felt loved uncondition-
ally. I was learning how to be honest 
with God each morning, how to lis-
ten to Him through His word, and 
how to dig into my faith, ask ques-
tions and figure things out. 
  
After witnessing the glory of God in 
others at the camp, I knew I could 
never go back to the stagnant faith of 
my childhood. Unfortunately the re-

bellious teenager in me saw it all 
wrong. I viewed the differences be-
tween my childhood experiences 
and summer camp highs as a de-
nominational issue. I thought my 
parents had it all wrong: if we just 
became Protestants, my family and I 
would be able to live for God like 
my wonderful camp counselors. 
This brought me years of turmoil 
and questions and debate. Through 
high school and the beginnings of 
college, my mother and I could 
hardly discuss our faith without ar-
guing.  I'm so thankful for this pe-
riod because it brought me so much 
truth.  I realized that God speaks to 
us and nourishes us in very unique 
ways. We see physical differences 
so easily but how can we know 
what each of us needs spiritually? 
Now my mother understands that I 
grow in the Lord through worship, 
Bible studies, and fellowship. I real-
ize that she is nourished by a more 
private faith in the Catholic Church.  
We respect each other. The biggest 
realization was that we both believe 
in the same Lord, the Father, the 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 
  
Now I am at a time in my life where 
I want to live more passionately for 
the Lord. I know that I'm com-
pletely imperfect and that Christ ac-
cepts me that way. My goal in mov-
ing to the Czech Republic was and 
is to live for the Lord 100%. This is 
the first church family I have been a 
part of since Camp Brookwoods.  
I'm really looking forward to grow-
ing together with the PCF family. 
Thank you for taking time to share 
in my experiences.  God bless! 
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1) Church Finances –  provision 

to cover our expenses and wis-
dom in spending and giving.  

2) Former PCF members in-
volved with full-time ministry 
such as David Snell, Kelly 
Kuest, Sam Ewell, Michael 
Stadler and Roger & Robin 
Harsh for God’s total provision 
and protection in their lives.  
“Always keep on praying for 
all the saints.” (Eph. 16:18) 

3) Church staff – please pray that 
God would call some mission-
aries to come and serve at PCF. 
We particularly need worship 
leaders to come help with PCF 
and IHOPP. 

4) IHOPP 29-Hodin – pray for 
the upcoming prayer and wor-
ship event. Pray for spiritual 
protection for the leaders. 

5) Mullen’s reconstruction of 
their attic  –  pray for fi-
nances and affordable bids. 

6) PCF Ministries – for home 
groups, refugee camp out-
reach, missions & outreaches. 

7) PCF Spring Retreat – in 
February in the � eských 
mountains. 

Sunday, January 11th at 2:00 pm 
v Národním dom�  na Smíchov� , 

Nám. 14. � íjna 16 
 

And NO SERVICE AT JE� NA 
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Total Income 
Internet & Comm. 
Office Rent & Electricity 
Church Rent 
Supplies & Equipment 
Copying & Publishing 
Salaries/Employ Taxes 
Evangelism & Teaching 
Church Giving 
Fees & Advertising 
Miscellaneous 
Total Expenses 
 

Net Income �
�
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eBanka Account No. 181730394/5500��

January 1 
January 1 
January 3 
January 4 
January 4 
January 6 
January 7 
January 12 
January 14 
January 14 
January 16 
January 16 
January 18 
January 19 
January 22 
January 23 
January 23 
January 23 
January 24 
January 24 
January 26 
January 26 
January 27 
January 27 
January 29 
January 31 
January 31 

Pavel Denk 
Arlyn Garcia 
Lydia Sposaro 
Johan van Straaten 
Anna Ceplová 
Stuart Redgard 
Matthew Spousta 
Rosane da Silva 
Dimitris Kavakas 
Corrie Van Schalwyk 
Ester Moriah Mullen 
Junior Alberto Espinal 
Marek Václavík 
Alvaro Vallejos 
Sarah Reinhardt 
Anna Lang 
Matina Dole�alová 
Tomáš Sedlá� ek 
Mirek Šebesta 
Kamila Gawliková 
Linda Wang 
Bridget Kropf 
Matthew Mullen 
Artie Sposaro 
Joe McCall 
Zden� k Horák 
Peter Gohman 

The following PCF members past and present 
will be having birthdays this month. 

PCF Bank Info: 
Sbor K�es�anské spole� enství PCF, 

eBanka Account No. 
181730394/5500 

Variable symbol: 10261 
Contact Evzen Pekarek for assis-

tance at  ����
��������
��������  

(Continued from page 1… Shacky Church 
 

that?). My experience of lasting 
relationships is that they require 
investment. They require com-
promise. They require sacrifice. 
 
Eph 5:2 - Live a life filled with 
love, following the example of 
Christ. He loved us and offered 
himself as a sacrifice for us, a 
pleasing aroma to God. 
 
Maybe our church needs some 
adjustments. Since we already 
emphasize relationships and inti-
macy with God, I doubt they 
need to be radical changes. But, 
what can we change in this New 
Year to promote those two 
goals? How can we do church 
differently to make PCF a place 
that Mackenzie would like to be-
long? Certainly we do not need 
more institution and more pro-
grams. But what kind of activi-
ties facilitates “relationships and 
simply sharing life?” Our vision 
is to become a family of God to 
extend the kingdom of God. I see 
that worked out in our high-
participation Sunday services, 
our intimate home groups and 
our efforts to collectively reach 
out to our greater community. 
But I suspect we can do even bet-
ter. 
 
It seems like I have more ques-
tions than answers. But I find 
consolation in Jesus’ response to 
Mackenzie; “Mack, you don’t 
need to have it all figured out; 
Just be with me.” 
 
So as you reflect on your New 
Year, what to do with yourself in 
2009, I hope you can embrace 
those words as well. You don’t 
need to have it all figured out. 
Just make sure you make time to 
be with Jesus. Happy New Year! 

KS Annual Gathering 
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The Prague Christian Fellowship Post:  
Editors: John Mullen (John.Mullen@PragueFellowship.cz), and Markéta Lišková                                                               www.PragueFellowship.cz 

Should you have a testimony to share please email us. The deadline is February 20, 2009. 

IHOPP Night Watch  
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�������  29-Hour Prayer Watch  
� The Vision – 29 hours of non-
stop Worship and Prayer for 2009 
starting Jan. 9th, 2009!  This event 
will last from Friday 5 pm until 
Saturday 10 pm. 
 

Why the vision?  Why bother?  Let 
me give you some background 
reasons:  
  
1. As many of you may know, the 
Czech Republic will preside over 
the EU from January the 1st, for 6 
months.  We take this as a spiritual 
opportunity  to influence history 
through our prayers.  In the 
scripture, we are commanded to 
ask, seek and knock.   Europe needs 
revival and   reformation.  So let’s 
join together and ask God for it! 
 

2.  We received a letter from a 
prayer coordinator from Latvia 
named Levi Graudins.  He 
encouraged us to gather believers 
for a special event connected with 
the EU.  He helps lead these 
gathering in each nation that 
presides the EU presidency, and as 

a result there is a network of 
relational prayer warriors who pray 
for other nations.  So we invited 
Levi to come to the Czech Republic 
and co-lead this event with us.  We 
are honored that he will come with 
a small team from his nation, and he 
has invited those from many other 
nations as well.  
 

3.  We,  as International House of 
Prayer Prague (IHOPP) leaders, 
have been praying weekly, regularly 
for years for these same sort of 
things.  We have been gathering 
believers from various churches to 
ask God for impossible things.  
Additionally, we have hosted 
NightWatches since 2007.  At these 

watches, we worship and pray from 
9 pm until 6 am.  So doing a 29-
hour event just seemed like a 
natural progression.  These watches 
have been special times of unity and 
breakthrough. 
   

4.  We are encouraged in the 
scripture to be alert, to watch and to 
be ready.  As believers we are given 
a special opportunity to participate 
with God in history through our 
prayers and acts of faith.  The 
problem is that much of the Bride of 
Christ is asleep, in the Spirit (not 
alert).  These night hours of prayer 
magify our role and position  in 
Christ.  The enemy is very active at 
night, so the night hours are 
especially important and very 
dynamic spiritually. 
 

Please come and participate with us.  
For more information, contact 
Kelsie (johnkelsie@gmail.com) or 
Marketa (marklish@seznam.cz) or go to 
http://www.ihopp.org/cz/29_hodin_cz and 
see events.  Hope to see you there! 


