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Immanuel

“You are wise in the ways of love, ship is a model for us. However, after Christmas spirit. Peace on earth never
Mackenzie. So many believe that it is love reading the book, | am realizing how little seemed so far. Yet, peace on earth is as
that grows, but it is the knowing that | really know God. near today as it was 2,000 years ago. En-
grows and love simply expands to contain joy Mackenzie's lesson here and hang on
it. Love is just the skin of knowirig Mackenzie struggles as well. One of his to it during this Christmas season.
first lessons from Papa is about Jesus.[editor's note: Papa is personified as a
ere lies one of my favorite quotes Printing the dialog here (on page 3) woman in the story to help Mackenkie.
from Wiliam P. Young's book, seemed a fitting way to usher in Christ- (Continued on page 3)
The Shack Eugene Peterson says; “this mas this year. We live in an age when . - >
book has the potential to do for our gen- Christmas shoppers have just trampled td
eration what John Bunyan'®ilgrim’s death a Wal-Mart employee while rushing What S InSIde'
Progressdid for his.” to get “Christmas deals.” The same day
in Jos, Nigeria at least 400 people were
Knowingin the context of the book is de- killed, and more than 7,000 were forced
fined as relationship. And, the central to flee their homes after angry Christian
characters of the book are Mackenzie, and Muslim mobs killed residents and
God the Father (Papa), Jesus and the Holyburned down homes, churches, mosques$
Spirit (Sarayu). You might say the theme and schools in conflict over the results of
of the book centers around the relation- local elections. Between the CNN sadden-
ship of the trinity and how that relation- ing headlines we are supposed to find thg
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The Mount of Olives... in Sicily!v

for this Mount of Olives. The wonderful

money tree you prepared for me had ex- ;
actly enough to buy health insurance cov-
erage for six months. Praise God | have-{%

n't had to use it yet, and proof of insur-

months. (You might not know that my
request for a long-term visa for religious

serve the Methodist, rather than the

Catholic Church.)

live and work in Monte degli Ulivi
in Sicily, named after a place men-
tioned many times in both the Old and The biblical Mount of Olives was a place

New Testaments, the “Mount of Olives.” | 0f challenges, provision, grief, inspira-
knew before coming here that every vic- tion, grace, victory and new beginnings.
tory would be the Lord’s and that He Like most Bible stories or verses you look
would be the source of my strength. All into, the Holy Spirit can show how the
eleven of us volunteers are having a rough Word applies to you. The Mount of Ol-
time acclimating to new cultural experi-

ences and communal living, but one vol- g
unteer in particular hasn't found a way to
‘fit in.” When we spoke after church last
Sunday, the presence of the Holy Spiri
helped us openly face her challenges an
transformed an atmosphere of accusatior—_ .
to one of kindness and compassion — all
thanks be to God (Colossians 3:12-17)!

| had an idea of the Lord’s magnificent “~_ .
provision as | prepared to leave Pragu
t

purposes was denied on the grounds that &

ance is required to get the work permit | g
need to remain in Italy longer than three [

2 Samuel 15 when King David went
through one of the most difficult times in
his life and in Zechariah 14 when the
prophet portrays the Mount of Olives as
the place where the Lord takes a stand
against His enemies and provides an ave-
nue of escape for His believers. And the
Mount of Olives is mentioned numerous
times in all four Gospels and in Acts 1.
We especially remember it (Matthew 26,
Mark 14) as the location Jesus and the
eleven visited between the Last Supper
and the Garden of Gethsemane, where
Jesus was betrayed to be crucified. The
fact that Jesus went there on His last lib-
erated evening on earth shows us that the
place was dear to Him.

(Continued on page 3)




F amlly Profile

od's taken me on an incredible

journey and | love the fact He's
continuing to write the story in my own
life. | grew up in a Christian home
where | would go to church with my
parents and my four brothers quite
faithfully every Sunday morning. I'd
fold my hands and say the prayers along
with the rest of the children, but it was
all empty to me. I'd hear the countless
stories of action, adventure and romance
from the Bible and even the pastors
would preach about this so-called
King. They all seemed like great stories,
but they didn't seem real to me and |
wanted only real action and adventure
and yes, even some romance in my
life. Jesus didn't seem real to me and
why, if he was a king, would he choose
the method he chose? None of it made
any sense to me. All of this changed one
night as | was attending church as a 10
year old boy. | started thinking - maybe
this Jesus they're all excited about and
talking about is real. Maybe the stories
from the Bible were real. | went to bed
that night and prayed the first prayer |
had ever been sincere about. | knew
Jesus was knocking on my heart and that
night as | lay in bed, I met Him and
invited Him into my heart.

I've always been a person who loves a
challenge - a person who is constantly
looking forward to the next adventure. |
even pray for them! It wasn't always this
way though. When | was in high school
| was very shy and | was afraid to
completely be myself around people. |
felt it was better for me to blend in rather
than stand out. As a teenager | still
continued to go to church and youth
group quite regularly and | even went on
a few mission trips. | may have been
faithful in attendance, but | wasn't
faithful in my heart as | began to place
God on the back burner and basketball
became my god. | used to play
constantly and | was even asked to play
on some traveling teams. Still to this
day basketball remains my favorite sport
to play. My first year in high school we
had tryouts for the team and | didn't
make it. | was devastated. My world
was over, or so | thought. Not making
the team turned out to be one of the
greatest moments in my life. My older
brother and a friend of mine encouraged
me to try out for the wrestling team. |
thought I'd give it a try as sports were a
passion of mine. | ended up enjoying

the sport and wrestled all four years
while also qualifying for the South
Dakota state wrestling tournament
during my final year. | even went on to
upset the number one rated wrestler in
my weight class at the tournament.

Not making the basketball team opened
up doors in my life | never would have
seen, had it not been for God intervening
in my life, and being the jealous God He
is. | went onto wrestle at Northwestern
College in the state of lowa. While
attending college, | felt God telling me
to not be afraid, to be myself, to
surrender more of my life to Him. For
the first time ever | felt freedom in being
the real me, as well as letting Jesus have
the reins in my heart, and allowing Him
to reign. | felt an amazing comfort and
peace to go against the flow not for my
own sake, but rather for the sake of my
King. As a disciple of Christ | didn't
want to resemble the rest of the world. |
didn't want to walk, talk, play basketball,
dance, or even wrestle like the rest of the
world. | was tired of wrestling with the
world and felt freedom to lay my pride
down before His throne. | accepted Jesus
as a child, but in college He became
more real to me than ever before, and |
knew that He truly wanted to be
involved in every area of my life.

The sport of wrestling opened up more
doors for me than | could begin to

explain. A few years ago while back in

the US | saw the coach who told me |
didn't make the cut to be on the high
school basketball team. | placed my
hand on one of his shoulders and | told
him with a huge smile on my face,

“Remember that time you told me |

wasn't a good basketball player? Thank
you!" Without having basketball as my

god, my life has been drastically

different.

In the summer of 2002 | went on a
mission trip to the Czech Republic with
my wrestling team. We came here with
the intention of bringing the love of
Jesus Christ to the wrestlers we
competed against and practiced
alongside. We also had English
conversations with students and even
played and interacted with youth in
children's homes. The last day in the
Czech Republic the missionaries who we
were working with mentioned they were
looking for teachers to help teach
English. | felt in my heart God was

Matt Ernster

calling me bac
to the Czec
Republic and

even told m
best friend
this. | returneg
to the US an(
continued  wit
my final year of
studies. All
throughout m
final year | wag
wrestling on theé :
wrestling mat, student teaching, helping
with student government on campus and
looking forward to the fact of becoming a

teacher. With all of the excitement that
was going on, | was also wrestling in my
heart about what was to come. | knew
God was beckoning me back to the Czech
Republic, but | didnt want to have to

raise funds and leave the comforts of my
family and friends in the States.

One Sunday while attending church
during my final semester in college | felt
God tugging on the strings of my heart. |
don't remember anything from the church
service, but | do remember the Holy Spirit
speaking to me. It wasn't a big booming
voice, but it was enough to reply to Him
with, "Here | am. Send me!" It was at the
moment | told Him, "Lord, Il go to the

Czech Republic. Bring on the adventure
of loving of you and loving the

Czechs." | just started my 6th year of
living in the Czech Republic and my heart
is truly broken for those who don't "yet"

know Him here, and everywhere for that
matter. | know | can't change the hearts
of this nation and thank you Jesus that |
can't. |do love being a mailman of Your
love and delivering Your messages to the
Czechs and to all the nations for that
matter. I'm not out to change this
nation. I'm here to be faithful to the

calling He's placed on my heart no matter
how hard the challenge I'm confronted
with. | know with Jesus in my life I'm not

wrestling in the flesh, nor doing so on my
own strength. He is faithfully going

before me and all the while He's
romancing my heart, filling it with action

and adventure. He's continuing to write
His story in my life and | want to be a

walking, talking letter on His behalf that's
standing out rather than blending in.
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)" (* + + %' + When | think of escape and rejuvenation,
+ %' + . they arrive together in one package at the

'$ %', ), 5" end of every day. The Mount of Olives
"+ 5 here faces south across a valley dotted

% * 56 1 $ / with family farms, and we're treated to
$ - %'3 * + - spectacular sunsets each evening. | often
+ 5. enjoy them from the terrace outside of the

+ ") )7 + $ / - volunteers’ community room, sometimes |
* (. ) sneak a peek as | walk to the garden to
C(* oo )2 5. pick fresh herbs to spice up the evening

0 + + — EE—— meal, and other times | find a quiet place

1 } among the olive trees to just absorb it all.
Wherever | am, | make it a point to stop,
take a deep breath, and thank the Lord for

)2 . + I " a moment of His revealed glory.
* o
: s ) # 0 $ It's too soon for me to see how the pro-
' , phetic piece of the puzzle fits into place,
s " " but the ‘sending out’ aspect is obvious.
3 1 $ As a retreat facility, we are visited by lots
Cy $%& of groups and individuals who come here
(* ) N either for a particular purpose (like the
)+ + ‘young' Swiss Zwinglian pensioners who
12 N 1 helped harvest olives) or for no particular
4 % '+ % '+ % purpose at all. As the_y leave here,_ they all
5 , %' seem to have a special sense of time well
4 g spent. Of course, if you'd like to see for
|
3 + 8 $ yourself, there are plenty of rooms!
$ _ -
%+ $ 4
Lo v "+ 0 ' - D Da & D2 D &
. o+ 3 Upcoming
4 + $ Y e U .
1 4 $ : Birthdays
' # - ' . The following PCF members past and pres-
) + ' 'S. ent will be having birthdays this month.
' * ( * )4 v Y4 '
* 2 _ !
+ * ' Jana DerSatova December 1
$ ) 5 $ /| o+ - Judith Old December 2
+ Barbara Denkova December 2
) % '+ : Tasci Gibson December 3
/ "% " * o (*1 - Justin Kruizenga December 3
2 $ Matthew Ables December 4
) ' Laura Herrmann December 8
+ 3 Ted Whang December 8
- 3 # Emma Gower December 10
' $ Jon La Plante December 12
+ - Joanne Scott RudlanBecember 15
1 + Zora Kounovska December 17
+66,956 ' o Andy Herrmann December 20
3’353 8 . 1 Oleg Pimenov December 21
8,500 $ ot Amy Jordan December 22
2o $ Lida Rychnovska - December 26
28,350 Lo $3 , L Subrtova
1008 $ 0/$" ) . 1 ) Samuel Gawlik December 27
1442 & % N L Martina Missikova December 27
0 ( Stephen Cheong December 29
53,257 $+ 8 ) Joan Rigby December 29
+13,699 + $ - Simon Drapal December 31
i D "Dy S D T Dy &




I PRAYER REQUESTS

1) Church Finances— provision to
cover our expenses and wisdom
in spending and giving.

2) Former PCF members involved
with full-time ministry such as
David Snell, Kelly Kuest, Sam
Ewell, Michael Stadler and Roger|
& Robin Harsh for God's total
provision and protection in their
lives. “Always keep on praying
for all the saints.” (Eph. 16:18)

3) Church staff — please pray that
God would call some missionar-
ies to come and serve at PCF. We
particularly need worship leaders
to come help with PCF and
IHOPP.

4) PCF Christmas Service -pray
our Czech neighbors will re-
spond to our invitation to attend
church this holiday season.

5) Mullen’s reconstruction of
their attic — pray for finances
and affordable bids.

6) PCF Ministries — for home
groups, refugee camp outreach,
missions & outreaches.

7) PCF Spring Retreat— in Feb-
ruary in the eskych mountains.

VA VAVENENVENVA VAN

Should you have a testimony to share please emailhe deadline is January 20, 2009.

The Prague Christian Fellowship Post:
Editors: John Mullen, Markéta LiSkova, Dawn Custabnd Garth Wright www.Praguebethip.cz




