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Promises of God, Part V — Faith

thing worth being concerned about.
Mary has discovered it--and | won't
take it away from het Mary had found
faith at the feet of Jesus.

And let us run with endurance the

What is faith? It is the confident assur- race that God has set before us. We

my head, outside of my resources, and
into the unknown. Faith isonfidence in
the unseenl think the essence of that
scripture is that faith is confident in
God. There are two ways to gain that
confidence; revelation and experience.

do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus
on whom our faittdependdgrom start
to finish (Hebrews 12:1-2).

ance that what we hope for is going to
happen. It is the evidence of things we
cannot yet seeFaith comes through
hearing the words of JesusThe words
of Jesus is the Greek word “rhema”; lit-
erally, “hearing the word from the lips
of Jesus Himself.” Let me turn that
around. If we do not hear from the lips
of Jesus, if we are not in a place of inti-
mate relationship with Jesusge cannot
please God

FAITH is a response to the revelation of
Jesus Christ, the revelation that Jesus i
God in the flesh, the revelation that He
knows us personally, that He loves us,
that He is faithful. Paul says he re-
ceived the gospel through a revela-
tion of Jesus Christ The knowledge of
Christ has to get from our mind to our
heart. Faith is not an intellectual knowl-
edge (“eido”). Faith is and experiential
intimate knowledge (“ginosko”).

Malcolm Smith wrote, “Our faith finds
its source in Who He is, and finds its
strength in His faithfulness to His
Word.” | would like to narrow that
down a bit for the purpose of this article
(although | believe his statement is ac-
curate). Our faith finds its source in who
He is, and finds its strength in his faith-
fulness to his promises. My interpreta-
tion here is that faith is not only con-
nected to our intimacy with Jesus, but
also connected to our walk with him. It
is in the daily steps of moving out in
faith we discover the faithfulness of
God.

This letter is from Paul, an apostle of
Christ Jesus by God's will, sent out to
tell others about the life he has prom-
ised through faithin Christ Jesug2
Tim 1:1).

Now that sets the Christian standard a
bit higher than the cultural standard. For
some family lineage is enough. For oth-
ers visiting a church once in a while is If we are to go deeper in our relation-
enough. For others getting baptized and ship with God, we are going to have
joining a church is enough. For other to walk with God. | have noticed God
coming to Christian gatherings regularly does not seem gsleasedwith joining

is enough. For others serving faithfully me on my walk of self-sufficiency, on
in the body of Christ is enough. Al my walk of safe, known, and predict-
those are good things. Jesus expresses i@ble.We live by faith, not by sighte
wonderfully. “There is really only one is always leading to places that are over

$

Recently, | was reading the story of the
Prodigal's Father. It occurred to me that
it took faith for that young man to leave
everything to go home. People stick to
the familiar even when it is not healthy
because, oddly enough, the familiar is
safe. It took a big risk to leave home,
and it took an even bigger risk to go
back. How could he risk the humiliation
and shame? | suspect his faith was
based upon his intimate knowledge of
his father. He remembers the kindness
of his father, his character. | would not
be surprised if his father had promised
the door would always be open if he
wanted to return. He probably heard his
father say that his workers would never
go hungry. His memory of his father
prompted his faith into action! His jour-
ney of faith home drew him closer than
ever to his father.
(Continued on page 3)
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Since my childhood | knew that |

was a believer. Every time | passed
the church my heart was telling me
that | belong there. There were two
temporary obstructions which pre-
vented me from becoming a Chris-
tian. One was the faith-repressive
and devastating communist regime
| was brought up under. Further-
more, there was no one in my fam-
ily or neighborhood who would

support and develop my faith in
Christ. The opposite was true.
They ridiculed anything connected
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with Christianity. | think that must because of irrational fears occupy-
have been the reason why | decidedng my mind. That changed the mo-
to study theology in spite of the si- ment | acknowledged my sins.
lent disapproval of my parents. They
did not try to stop me though be- What a blessing it was to allow God
cause they sensed that would noto do his work inside me. Never be-
help. In order to hide that unpleasantfore did I truly believe in God’s un-
fact (for them), they were telling failing love. Still amazed by the
people that | was studying philoso- power of God, | follow His will,
phy. grateful for what He did for me. |
now live with the new faith that
It came that | was baptized duringwhatever | do in my life is to His
my studies attending the churchglory. Helping people was always
every Sunday but was not able tomy priority and vocation, but it
integrate into a community of be- feels different now because | know |
lievers. As my life went on, my faith am not alone. | have the most help-
started to weaken. | focused mainlyful friend ever. It is His love which
on my work and hobbies but deepsaved my life. Because of this I
inside still felt that burning need for would like to thank to all of you
spiritual life. | was wondering why, who contributed to my spiritual
although 1 have Czech Christian growth by praying for me and thus
friends, | somehow could not find helping me to find my true self.
my way into their churches but
ended up at Prague Christian fellow-
ship instead. That happened because
I met John and Kelsie Mullen in
Uvaly while teaching their boys.
John suggested that | could help at
Uvaly English Camp so my friend
Lenka and | have volunteered every
summer since then.

Working with Christians bore the

fruit. It happened through hard times

| faced when | realized | was living .
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(Continued from page 1.... Promises)

God is calling us to a deeper faith than
where we started. He is inviting us to
journey with him, into the present and
on into the future. Too many believers
make the mistake of living from a mem-

ory of God or a spiritual experience /
event. The whole point of the burning

bush in front of Moses was not to show
off. It was to inspire Moses to take an
adventure with God. The bush turned
out to be nothing compared to the reve-
lation on Mt. Sinai. Burning tablets of

stone paled in comparison to seeing
God destroy his enemies before his
eyes. Our life as a believer is not only
dependent upon knowing God. It is de-
pendent upon our willingness to pursue
our life as an expedition of faith!

Instead, you will follow the example
of those who are going to inherit
God's promisebecauseof their faith
and patiencgHeb 6:12).

The transition from mind to heart fre-
qguently occurs as we move from agree-
ing with something to actually DOING
it. Often inactivity is a reflection of un-
belief. We must grab a promise and
move out in faith. Otherwise, our rela-
tionship with God is stuck. A life with-
out faith is a prison. You are jailed into
living with the safe, with the predict-
able, and with the present circum-

stances. Faith opens doors. Jesus said,

“if the Son sets you free, you will be
free indeed That promise and all the
others are only good for those who walk
in faith!

For God's way of making us right
with himself dependson faith (Phil
3:9).

Even our salvation (although a free gift)

God without a lifestyle that demon-

strates dependence on God, scripture

says we cannot even claim to be in right
standing with God without faith. Scrip-
ture says Because of Chrisand our
faith in him we can now come fear-
lessly into God's presence, assured of
his glad welcom¢Eph 3:12).

So in the end, everything we have in
God originates as a gift that is activated
by our faith. That takes the Christian
life out of passivity and into action! We
cannot stand idly by and wonder what
happened to the promises of God for my
life. Czech students are offered a free
education. However, they must study,
make good grades, and apply to col-
leges. Without good marks and an ap-
plication, a college education is not
happening! This example seems obvi-
ous. Yet, that is a picture of the body of
Christ today. “I don't know God's will
for my life.” “How can God use me?” “|
have rarely seen the supernatural work
of God.”

But we who live by the Spirit eagerly > ; =D
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Church Finances— provision to
cover expenses for church and th
Music Festival in Uvaly. Also,
wisdom in spending and giving.
Former PCF members involved
with full-time ministry such as
David & Linda Snell, Kelly Kuest,
Sam & Rosalee Ewell, Steve &
Emma Gower, Michael Stadler and
Roger & Robin Harsh for God'’s to-
tal provision and protection in their
lives. “Always keep on praying
for all the saints.” (Eph. 16:18)
Church staff — Please pray that
God would call some missionaries
to come and serve at PCF.
Mullen’s reconstruction of
their attic- Pray for the rest of
the finances to come in to com-
plete the project and help to do
the work.

PCF Mercy Ministry— English
Camp, Belarus & Ukraine mis-
sion trips in August, etc...

Upcoming

Birthdays
C D D &

D

wait to receive everything promised to The following PCF members past and present

faith. For when we place our faith in  prnout Francke

depends on our faittby grace through
faith). Not only can we not go on with

Saturday, July 26 at

2:00 PM in Uvaly

_ ! - July 4
Christ Jesus, it makes no difference tobave Currin July 5
God whether we are circumcised or Mark Reinhardt July 6
not circumcised. What is important is GaPriela pekova July 6
. . . . ) Anthony Walker July 6
faith expressing itself in lov@&al 5:5-  (,ssidee Kennedy July 6
). Megumi Ito July 7
Nathan Ndubuka July 8

| want to encourage all who read this Bevan Smith July 8

il | | Brett Johnson July 9

article to not only eagerly expect to See peppie valigjos July 10

the promises of God fulfilled in their paul Stoeter July 11

lives, but also to take steps of faith to Jana Ndubuka July 11

bring them to pass. Our lives are burn-Veronika Cvekova — guly 11

ing candles. We have one life to give o oMy Kruizenga July 12
g : g Beverly van Straaten  july 14

back to God. Let’s take God's hand and Stepan Denk July 17

go for “the ride of our life.” Kevin Nickle July 18

Jay O’Neal July 18
Antonia Dreier July 19
Susan Hein July 22
. - Hana Kroutilova July 23
Elghth Annual Uvaly Samuel Kouklik July 28
X Rachel Kouklikova August 1
English Day Camp | oit crowther August 1
Mark Robbins August 4
_ Jenny MacRae August 6
AUQUSt 11th-15th Rachel Sheffield August 8
. . Joshua Kropf August 8
Czech or English-speaking | &, Wright August 10
volunteers are needed! Sylvie Ko ankova August 11
Daniel Gawlik August 12
English Camps are THE BEST way tq  Kelsie Mullen August 15
reach Czech youth! Sherry Robbins August 18
. Lydia Strong August 20
Contact Kelsie Mullen Tonda Culek August 24
if you are interested. Magda Cejkova August 30
. ; . J 0 t
722902083 or johnkelsie@gmail.cofn ~°'0¢" PVervater August 30
D @4 C "D @4 { (S




PCF SPRING EVENTS
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™ Travel by car: 30 min. from Prague, road no. 12, qhﬁ;q;wﬁﬁm Cog ik R :
+ Travel by train: from Praha- Masarykovo, nadrazi, dep. 118, 12: 10,4 nam. Arnosta z Pardubic 165
| Should you have a testlmony to share pIease emailhe deadline is August 20, 2008.
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