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decisions that have to be made or other 
concerns that are on my mind, I like to 
recall Philippians 4:6-7. When I first 
learnt this verse I understood the phrase 
“ the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding” to mean that God’s 
peace is so wonderful we can’t even be-
gin to understand it. Whilst this is true, 
if we take a look at Proverbs 3:5-6, we 
find a greater meaning to it. In the Prov-
erbs passage, we are encouraged to not 
rely on our own understanding, yet, 
trust that the Lord will guide us.  
 
For me peace has often come once I 
have understood a situation or how 
things are going to unfold. Once I 
gained this understanding I was able to 
trust that God would guide me through 
it. But God is calling us to a deeper 
level of faith than that. Before we even 
understand or can see what is going to 
happen we need to begin to trust him.  
 
This is the kind of trust that Joshua and 
the Israelites showed at Jericho (Joshua 
6) when they walked around the city 
walls and blew their trumpets on the 7th 
day. They had no way of understanding 

H aving not grown up in a war zone 
I find it hard to truly appreciate what 
peace is. However, I can relate to it in 
other ways. I think all of us struggle 
with the need to find internal peace - 
dealing with all those difficult decisions 
and emotional dilemmas.  We can also 
all relate to some level of external trou-
bles that require peace, even if we don’t 
live in a war zone. Anyone with family, 
friends or work colleagues knows how 
often we need peace to come into our 
relationships. 
 
The Good News is that our Lord is the 
Lord of Peace (II Thessalonians 3:16). 
He can bring peace to our hearts and 
minds and he can bring peace to our re-
lationships. In this article I wish to 
touch on some of the ways in which 
God brings his peace into our lives and 
to hopefully considering more deeply 
the nature of peace and how we can pur-
sue and bring it into our lives and the 
lives of those around us. 
 
Internal Peace 
Whenever I find myself troubled by big 

how that was going to give them vic-
tory. They just trusted the Lord and 
praised his name as he had instructed 
them to do. In fact, had he explained to 
them how he was going to give them 
victory I don’t think it would have 
helped.  
 
It is in this way that peace transcends – 
or is greater than – understanding. The 
reality is that many things are beyond 
our understanding. So rather than trying 
to always be in control and relying on 
our own understanding we need to learn 
to hand what we don’t understand over 
to God. Acknowledge him in everything 
you do; take your concerns to him in 
prayer; trust his goodness and allow him 
to guard the troubles of your heart and 
the concerns of your mind in Jesus. 
Trade in your desire to understand and 
control for the peace of the Lord. 
 
External Peace 
Often peace is synonymous with truce. 
Provided the conflict has stopped, we 
are satisfied. However, this is not what 
peace is really about. More often than 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Dan Drápal described the event as 
“cordial and encouraging for everyone 
present.” 
 
It has been a joy to watch these three 
young Czechs grow in their knowledge 
and love of Christ. Please congratulate 
them and encourage them in their walk 
of faith. 
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O n March 15th Iva Slámová, Sylvie 
Ko�ánková and Ond�ej Fusik demon-
strated their faith in Jesus Christ by ful-
filling the biblical ordinance of baptism. 
The event was led in the Czech lan-
guage by Dan Drápal and included wor-
ship led by Anna Kubová & Jana 
Kudrnovská. 
 
Friends and family gathered together at 
the Baptist Church at Ji� ího z Pod� brad 
to witness the public confession. After a 
short time of worship Dan preached a 
sermon from 1 Peter 3:18-21. Iva, Sylva 
and Ond�ej gave confessions of faith in 
the baptism tank and then those present 
gathered around and prayed for them. 
 
Ond�ej's testimony can be read on the 

Family Profile on the next page. He also 
shared his testimony at the PCF Easter 
Celebration. Iva and Sylva also plan to 
share their testimonies via future PCF  
Family Profiles. 

And that water is a picture 
of baptism, which now 

saves you, not by removing 
dirt from your body, but as 

a response to God from a 
clean conscience. It is 

effective because of the 
resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.  



My name is Ondrej.  I am Czech 
and live in P�íbram which is a 
small town 60 kilometers south 
of Prague. This March I was 
baptized.   
 

I was brought up in an atheist 
family so my parents and 
brother do not believe in any-
thing; or, according to them, in 
something above us that is not 
interested in our world anymore. 
It does not mean that my family 
and I never had any experiences 
with Christians though. When I 
was twelve my family met a 
generous and kind person, one 
of my brother’s teachers in ele-
mentary school, who told my 
mother, brother and me about 
the love of God and the Bible. 
Unfortunately the Enemy cre-
ated a plan which separated all 
of us from the love of our Fa-
ther.  When I was fifteen, my 
grand fa ther  and  great -
grandmother died of a serious 
disease. The last tragedy of our 
family was when my grand-
mother died on Christmas Eve 
the same year. I began to have 
serious doubts about God and I 
felt that I was betrayed by my 
best friend. At that time I did 

not know much about God! 
 

Luckily for me, I could not live 
without the knowledge of God 
so I was still searching for the 
purpose of my being here on 
Earth, but in the wrong places. I 
was looking for wisdom in dif-
ferent religions so I read the 
Qur’an and even the Satanic Bi-
ble which aroused my interest in 
occultism. I was on a dark path 
to hell when God sent me two 
good helpers, Stephen and Ben - 
my former teachers of English. I 
am so grateful to them and I 
thank the Lord for sending 
them. They showed me that God 
still loves me and he would 
never change his love to hatred. 
He also showed me that Chris-
tians could be normal people 
with a great capacity to love, 
and not just odd or strange peo-
ple, as I thought they were.   
 

I went to a local church in my 
town a couple of times, but I did 
not feel comfortable there so I 
continued to seek for a church.  
I even got into contact with the 
Church of Jesus Christ of  Lat-
ter-day Saints, widely known as 
Mormons. Now I feel that the 
Mormon doctrine is not com-
pletely the right way; however, I 
am grateful that I met so many 
interesting people there. 
 

Desperate, I was told by Ben 
that I could come to PCF any 
Sunday and I did a couple of 
times during the last year.  But 
this month I just felt that it was 
the right time to become bap-
tized and become a member of 
PCF. So here I am - grateful and 
pleased to know all of you!  

(Continued from page 1…. Peace) 

not a truce is accompanied by lingering 
resentment. Later this resentment re-
emerges in renewed conflict. 
 
In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus 
points out that it isn’t enough not to 
murder, but that we shouldn’t even hate 
others. For hatred sows the seeds that 
lead to murder in the same way that 
lustful thoughts sow the seeds that lead 
to adultery.  Jesus goes on to explain,  
 

“If you are offering your gift at the 
altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, 
leave your gift there in front of the al-
tar. First go and be reconciled to your 
brother; then come and offer your 
gift.” 

So important is this concept of recon-
ciliation that we are to even put it be-
fore offering things up to God. 

 
Eternal Peace 
The Gospel message is all about recon-
ciliation. It is about the fact that our sin 
has caused relational problems, both be-
tween us and God and between one an-
other. This is why in Acts Peter states 
that the message God sent to us was the 
message of “good news of peace 
through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of 
all.” That is the Gospel we preach, the 
‘Gospel of Peace’ (Ephesians 6:15), the 
same message that Jesus himself 
preached (Ephesians 2:17). It is the 
message that through His death, Jesus 
gave us the chance for complete for-
giveness and a restored relationship 
with God (Colossians1:20). It is this 
same forgiveness and reconciliation that 
we need to bring into all of our relation-
ships (Colossians 3:13). Any forms of 
peace that are not based on the forgive-
ness of God are just temporary and not 
reflective of the true peace that God of-
fers us. 
 
Expendable Peace 
However, in all this I think there is a 
danger in the way we talk about the 
message of peace and the message of 
the Gospel as one and the same. One 
could easily start to form the impression 
that the only way we bring peace is to 
bring the Gospel. Thus when Jesus says, 
“Peace I (Jesus) leave with you; my 
peace I give you” (John 14: 27), we can 
form the impression that the peace he 

(Continued on page 3) 



 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

1) Church Finances –  provision to 
cover our expenses and wisdom 
in spending and giving.  

2) Former PCF members involved 
with full-time ministry such as 
David & Linda Snell, Kelly 
Kuest, Sam & Rosalee Ewell, 
Steve & Emma Gower, Michael 
Stadler and Roger & Robin 
Harsh for God’s total provision 
and protection in their lives.  
“Always keep on praying for 
all the saints.” (Eph. 16:18) 

3) Church staff – Please pray that 
God would call some missionar-
ies to come and serve at PCF.  

4) Teams coming to Prague this 
spring and summer– from 
Texas, Georgia, Berlin, and 
more!  Pray for spiritual fruit, 
provision and protection. 

5) Mullen’s reconstruction of 
their attic -  Pray especially for 
John who will have a double-
load of work now.  Pray for the 
rest of the finances to come in 
to complete the project. 

6) PCF Mercy Ministry – for 
God’s direction/leading– Czech 
Republic, Belarus, Sudan, etc. 

April 1 
April 2 
April 2 
April 3 
April 4 
April 5 
April 5 
April 5 
April 6 
April 8 
April 8 
April 9 
April 13 
April 14 
April 15 
April 15 
April 16 
April 17 
April 17 
April 18 
April 22 
April 22 
April 23 
April 23 
April 24 
April 24 
April 27 
April 30 
April 30 

Katka Kounovská 
Isaac Bello 
Rebecca Lang 
Veronika Denková 
Victoria McCall 
Faith Oguk 
Kelly Kuest 
Linda Snell 
Joanna Makuch Bruce 
Sharon Culek 
Larry Winnes 
Betty Demesew 
Mat� j Cepl 
Petra Bartlová 
Victoria Kutkina 
Erin Olson 
Jana Brahová 
Robin Šedivý 
Gabriela P�ív� tivá 
Martina Lišková Reed 
Jana Kristofoviová 
Tobiaš Gawlik 
Daward Zhao 
Rowland Godwin 
Tomáš Landovský 
Joanie Herwig 
Tomáš Knapek 
JoAnn Lang 
Jessica Crowther 

The following PCF members past and pres-
ent will be having birthdays this month. 

PCF Finances: 
Sorry, not available this month 

Bank Info: 
The best way to keep up with 
your cheritable donations is 
via bank transfer. Contact: 

�����������	
���	��
�� . 
 

Sbor K�es�anské spole� enství PCF, 
eBanka Account No. 

181730394/2400 
Variable symbol: 10261 

(Continued from page 2…. Peace) 

gives us is the knowledge that we are 
saved.  
 
But if we look more closely at the scrip-
tures I think we will find that Jesus is 
talking about peace as more than just a 
message. During his ministry on Earth 
Jesus sent out his disciples with this 
command: 
 

"Whatever town or village you enter, 
search for some worthy person there 
and stay at his house until you leave. 
As you enter the home, give it your 
greeting. If the home is deserving, let 
your peace rest on it; if it is not, let 
your peace return to you” (Matthew 
10:11-13). 

 
If, when referring to bringing or giving 
peace, Jesus is referring to sharing the 
Gospel, then how are we supposed to let 
it return to us? This passage seems to 
indicate there is something more to it. 
It’s as if peace is some kind of expend-
able item that you can hand out and take 
back as needed.  
 
To explain how this works let me share 
with you a situation I found myself in 
last year. At the time I wasn’t getting on 
well with my flat mates. It took me a 
while to realize how some of their nega-
tive behavior and actions were impact-
ing me and causing me to be very nega-
tive. I was spending a lot of time telling 
people around me about how frustrating 
the situation was. 
 
When Jesus talks about a home not be-
ing deserving of our peace, I believe he 
is referring to people who just aren’t go-
ing to accept a blessing if you were to 
offer it. Their behavior is likely to be 
causing negative attitudes and actions to 
spread. In such situations we need to 
guard ourselves against being influ-
enced by this. Therefore, we need our 

peace to return to us. We need an extra 
amount of peace to guard our hearts and 
minds so that we can still be the light 
shining in the darkness. As Paul points 
out in Ephesians 4:26-27, “In your an-
ger do not sin: Do not let the sun go 
down while you are still angry, and do 
not give the devil a foothold.” If we let 
anger and resentment into our hearts the 
devil will begin to use it to influence us. 
So instead, let us learn to forgive.  Let 
us learn how to give our peace and let 
us learn when and how to have that 
peace return to us and to guard us 
against Satan’s influence. 
 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they will be called children of 
God” (Matthew 5:9).           �  

�

PCF Spring Retreat  
April 11-13 in the Czech 
countryside for fresh air, 
refreshment, teaching and 
fellowship. Theme will be: 
Spiritual Gifts. See Dawn 

Custalow for details. 

John shares the story of Christ 
at the annual Easter Egg Hunt 



The Prague Christian Fellowship Post:  
Editors: John Mullen (John.Mullen@PragueFellowship.cz), and Dawn Custalow                                                                www.PragueFellowship.cz 

Should you have a testimony to share please email us. The deadline is April 20, 2008. 
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