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a movement that God has blessed, I 
would say that you try to create 
elements that preserve the vision and 
values without creating the rules. The 
moment you get into rules, you become 
a bureaucracy, and that’s the kiss of 
death.” 
 

While the whole quote rang true in my 
heart, this final statement challenged 
me: We know our vision (to become a 
family of God to extend the kingdom of 
God) but what are our core values? 
 

Most of you currently involved in the 
community have seen and heard me 
discuss our “Family Values” (I try to go 
over this with all new members). But 
there are also some key unique things 
about our community that I try to 
verbally convey to each person. It 
dawned on me (as I am visiting the 
States) that I have never written them 
down. So what are they? What core 
values are specific to our PCF 
community? 
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��������  Our Core Values  
I was very impressed by an interview 
with Rick Warren (founder of 
Saddleback Church and author of The 
Purpose Driven Life and The Purpose 
Driven Church) published by 
Vineyard in their magazine “Cutting 
Edge.”1 
 

Rick is quoted as saying: “In the Body 
of Christ, we are a body, not a 
business. I’m totally against the 
corporate model of organization. We 
are an organism, not an organization. 
We are a family, and families aren’t 
based  on  po l i c ies ,  bu t  on 
relationships, and the greater the 
relationship, the greater the trust. 
When I first got married to Kay, we 
had all these rules about how you fold 
the towels, how you squeeze the 
toothpaste. I’ve been married thirty 
years now, and we don’t have all 
those rules now. The only rule is 
‘Always tell the truth.’ The greater the 
relationship, the fewer rules you need. 
So, as I look at Vineyard and I look at 

The first core value relates to how we 
embrace each other. Maybe the most 
obvious would be the cultural diversity 
of our community and the implications 
of it. I always say that “since we all 
come from somewhere else and from 
some other Christian tradition, church 
can’t be like it was back home for any 
of us.” Even if we all came from a 
Baptist background, Baptist means 
different things in different parts of the 
world. In order to live together in 
community we have to learn to 
appreciate one another’s history and 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Marriage, singlehood, parenting, honoring 
your parents – all topics of the PCF Fall re-
treat with Jeff and Barb Serio. The basics 
became new again as we heard from a cou-
ple with years of experience in ministry 
share in these core areas. 
 
Close to 20 members of PCF headed south-
west of Prague the weekend of 12 -14 Oct to 
the town of � evnice for the annual fall 
church retreat. The traditional Jewish Sab-
bath meal, Shabbat, was celebrated Friday 
evening with sharing and prayer. On Satur-
day morning, the retreat speakers, Jeff and 
Barb Serio, American missionaries based in 
Berlin, began their time of sharing and min-
istry. (See their website for more – www.
europeaninitiative.org) 

The first session started off with a teaching 
regarding honoring parents. The covenant of 
marriage needs the blessing of parents and 
how important it is to maintain a good rela-
tionship with our parents, or at least, to seek 

ally a “long one”. Many a young woman is 
unfulfilled because single men haven’t pur-
sued the calling of marriage. Barb prayed 
for each of the single men in the group and 
challenged all of them that at least one 
would be on the path to marriage by this 
time next year. (She said she’d stay in touch 
to see if this happened!) 
 
There were also meal times and other activi-
ties giving us the opportunity to get to know 
one another. Saturday afternoon yielded per-
fect autumn temperatures allowing most to 
get away to Karlštejn castle or to the nearby 
hillsides for rock climbing. Saturday even-
ing was board game time with lots of com-
petitive spirit flowing! 
 
I believe we left this retreat committed to 
strengthening our marriages or as a single, 
pursuing purity and ultimately being in a 
Christian marriage. Old truths had become 
new again in our eyes and we received reve-

(Continued on page 3) 

one. Small groups facilitated this discussion 
point and all had the opportunity to share 
more about their relationships with their 
own mothers and fathers. The topic of mar-
riage was discussed in the context of Satan 
not desiring “God’s seed” to flourish. That 
the lower numbers of young people today 
getting married can prevent strong, Godly 
families from being formed. 
 
Saturday evening was a time of men and 
women breaking up into groups by gender 
and having time to talk about areas that can 
be difficult waters to wade through – such 
as common temptations for men and living 
in a European culture that is secular in al-
most every way. 
 
On the heels of this message, Sunday morn-
ing delivered a strong directive from Barb to 
the single men about not delaying marriage. 
One of Barb’s points was that many young 
Christian women wait to be asked out by a 
single Christian man, and the delay is usu-



“You did not choose me, but I chose you 
and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit and that your fruit should 
abide, so that whatever you ask the Fa-
ther in my name, he may give it to you” 
John 15:16 
 
That was the last sermon that I listened to 
in my church before I came to the Czech 
Republic and, in that moment, I didn't un-
derstand the real meaning. 
 
I grew up in a very traditional Christian 
environment, and why I don't say ‘family’ 
is because it was never like that. There 
wasn't a father until just a few years ago 
and my mother was working all the time 
until I was 16 so I can say that I grew up 
“alone”: no brothers, no sisters, no cousins 
and just a few friends. My only social 
space was the church. There I was always 
an active person, I never failed to attend a 
camp or even a normal service, then I 
started teaching Sunday school, and with-
out notice I started leading the youth 
group. But how can you be a leader if you 
have your own faith conflict? I used to ask 
that question all the time. 
 
But back to the good stuff; I remember one 
of my best camps. I was 12 years old and I 
received a word of prophecy about being a 
missionary. I was so excited about this but 
at the same time it was the scariest moment 
in my “Christian” life. 
 
A few years later I started asking myself 
why can’t I be a normal person, just to 
study, be a regular assistant in the church 
and maybe continue my “easy” work inside 
the community? But no, my pastor was 
asking for more, my mom was asking for 
more, my community was asking for more 

and the worst thing, my God was asking 
for more!! So I just freaked out and I ran 
away. 
 
I stopped working in the church and I 
started questioning everything about Chris-
tianity. I left my friends (they never left 
me) and I joined different kind of social 
group that then became the most important 
thing for me. The only thing that I never 
stopped was going to church, for me it was 
like a habit and I never said to my mom 
that I didn't want to go to church on Sun-
day morning because I knew that would 
mean the start of a third world war inside 
my own house. Now I thank God for that 
because if my community and my friends 
and my mom were not there at that time 
everything would be very different now. 
 
But when was the new start? I don't know. 
It wasn't some miracle or some special day, 
I think it was a big process of falling down, 
being hurt and alone and trying to stand up 
by myself, but at the end I realized that I 
will never do a good job ‘by myself.’ I 
make a lot of attempts, every Sunday 
morning but in the best case such promise 
survives only until the next Wednesday. 
 
I decided to come here to get my doctoral 
degree. I never chose the Czech Republic 
because I like it or because I knew a lot 
about the country or the people or the qual-
ity of the education. I just found a scholar-
ship and I made my decision. When I ar-
rived to PCF it was like my little oasis in 
middle of all the crazy things that I found 
here and especially in my school. But the 
mission trip to Belarus truly changed my 
heart. That experience fortified my faith 
and gave me a purpose to continue in this 
way and be stronger to do what I am meant 
to do. 
 
So now I understand the real meaning in 
the words of John, My God chose me, and 
He desires me to bear fruit, spiritual fruit, 
He desires me to be the light in the dark-
ness, but it’s not only my work, is yours 
too. 
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(Continued from page 1…. Our Core Values) 

extend a LOT of grace. Actually it goes 
further than that. I also often say, “We 
are who we are.” This means we not 
only appreciate, but we also embrace, 
whoever God calls to our community. 
With each new member we become 
different because we embrace their 
history, traditions and passions. I don’t 
want people to conform to “fit in” at 
PCF, but rather, I want PCF to conform 
to who God has sent us. In fact, I could 
say that God speaks to me by who He 
sends to our community. Our vision 
remains the same, but how we work out 
that vision varies with the changes in 
our membership. Maybe I could 
summarize that as saying... we value 
our God-given cultural and spiritual 
diversity.  
 

The second core value expresses how 
we see each other. Anyone who has 
attended our Sunday services has 
probably noticed something unique to 
PCF. Soooo many people are involved 
in the service (granted, a logistic 
challenge, but worth the effort). The 
reason behind the madness is simply we 
value each and every believer. Now, 
that may not sound very unique, but 
how many communities put that value 
into practice? The typical mode of 
apparatus in most churches is that the 
professional people do the ministry and 
the others spectate from the sidelines. 
Most believers do not realize how 
important they are to the kingdom. They 
have no idea that they have an 
important role to play... they have 
something to offer. When we come 
together corporately, I want to create as 
many opportunities as possible for 
believers to contribute to what God is 
doing in our midst. My New Testament 
model tells me that by the infilling of 
the Holy Spirit we went from prophet to 
prophets, from priest to priests, and 
from king to kings. If each believer is 
filled with the Holy Spirit, then it makes 
sense that each believer has something 
to contribute. I call us “the church of 
the first-timers.” Many people are 
stepping out in faith to do new forms of 
ministry and it is not going to be 
perfect. However, we value each other 
so much, the contribution is more 
important than the performance. 
Therefore, we value each and every 
believer and their contributions to 
our community. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

1) Church Finances – Please pray 
for provision to cover our ex-
penses and wisdom in spending 
and giving.  

2) Former PCF members in-
volved with full-time ministry 
such as David & Linda Snell, 
Sam & Rosalee Ewell, Steve & 
Emma Gower, and Roger & 
Robin Harsh for God’s total pro-
vision and protection in their 
lives.  “Always keep on pray-
ing for all the saints.” (Eph. 
16:18) 

3) John & Kelsie’s trip to Dallas. 
John & Ester Moriah left Octo-
ber 11th and Kelsie & the guys 
October 25th. All returning No-
vember 12th. 

November 1 
November 2 
November 2 
November 3 
November 3 
November 4 
November 5 
November 8 
November 12 
November 12 
November 13 
November 14 
November 15 
November 15 
November 15 
November 16 
November 16 
November 17 
November 18 
November 18 
November 19 
November 20 
November 20 
November 23 
November 25 
November 26 
November 27 
November 28 
November 29 

Matthew Elphick 
Kirsten Chappell 
Bruce Novotný 
Elizabeth Sposaro 
Dawn Custalow 
Jan Overwater 
Chris Morris  
Joshua Fagan 
Alan Crowther 
Tanya Sperier 
Markéta Ceplová 
Peggy Kareyo-Wafula 
Steve Gower 
Andrei Spiridonov 
Pauliina Vasko 
Chris Lewis 
Ray Wilck 
Jan Kupidlovský 
Blessing Ndubuka  
Austin Sheffield 
Lambert Asondjo 
Junior Olukayode 
Ipin Borgert 
Klára Šedivá 
Vicki � ermáková-Pigors 
Christy Ellison 
Renata Va� ková 
Charles Moloney 
Eliška Landovská 

The following PCF members past and present 
will be having birthdays this month. 

(Continued from page 1…. PCF Fall Retreat) 
 

lation in our hearts about our own lives in 
these areas that are so dear to God’s heart. 
Barb and Jeff extended an invitation for any 
to come and visit them in Berlin. We were 
reminded too, that Jeff would be willing to 
marry any under the Brandenburg bridge! 
 

(Continued from page 2…. Our Core Values) 

The third core value defines how we 
re la te to one another .  Many 
communi t ies in the west are 
characterized by looking good. The 
church culture says “to have acceptance 
here you need to have your act 
together.” And since we all want 
acceptance, the name of the game is 
keep up appearances. It creates an 
environment where people have 
difficulty being honest with themselves 
and with others. Living in the light is 
the first step toward healing. I tell new 
members “if there is something called 
the perfect church, we are on the other 
end of the spectrum.” I call us the 
“messy community,” meaning I want a 
community where people don’t fear 
rejection for not being perfect. Up front, 
members agree that it is better for 
others to work through their issues in 
the context of community rather than in 
the context of the local bar (bartenders 
are famous for being more graceful than 
Christians). Healing and growth take 
time, not to mention grace/truth from 
the people around them. I would 
summarize this core value as we value 
the journey and growth process of 
others. 
 

Paul writes: “So why do you keep on 
following rules of the world, such as, 
‘don’t handle, don’t eat, don’t touch.’ 
Such rules are mere human teaching 
about things that are gone as soon as 
we use them. These rules may seem 
wise because they require strong 
devotion, humility, and severe bodily 
discipline. But they have no effect when 
it comes to conquering a person’s evil 
thoughts and desires. Since you have 
been raised to new life with Christ, set 
your sights on the realities of heaven, 
where Christ sits at God’s right hand in 
the place of honor and power. Let 
heaven fill your thoughts. Do not think 
only about things down here on earth. 
For you died when Christ died, and 
your real life is hidden with Christ in 
God” (Col 2:20-3:3). 
 

When he says set your sights on the 
realities of heaven and let heaven fill 
your thoughts, I feel it ties into his 
exhortation to no longer regard [any]
one from a worldly point of view (2 Cor 
5:16). Our highest values should be 
interrelated: how we embrace each 
other; how we see each other; and how 
we relate to each other. As we 
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The Prague Christian Fellowship Post:  
Editors: John Mullen (John.Mullen@PragueFellowship.cz), Markéta Lišková and Laura Farrel                                      www.PragueFellowship.cz 

Should you have a testimony to share please email us. The deadline is November 20, 2007. 

I love the saying, “All Czech mushrooms 
are edible, some only once!” 

It may sound strange to you that I love 
hunting mushrooms, but I don’t eat them. I 
share them with those who enjoy eating fungi! 
Where we are from in Texas we rarely see 
mushrooms, and no one dares to eat those 
found in the wild. The Czech tradition of 
mushroom picking therefore is a true novelty 
and joy. And this year yielded a “bumper 
crop”. The conditions like temperature and 
humidity levels were just right. Never in my 
life have I seen so many beautiful varieties of 
mystical looking mushrooms (see photo we 
took in a forest not far from Úvaly). 

forest healthy. First it says that a thriving 
forest has trees of various ages living to-
gether side by side. When an old tree dies 
the baby trees grow on top of it. Secondly it 
describes why it is good for the land to have 
coniferous (with needle-like leaves) trees 
growing with trees with leaves. 

This speaks to us about the body of 
Chr i s t .  A  hea l thy chu rch  i s 
multigenerational and diverse. It is not good 
when churches are filled with people who 
are all young, or all old, or all look the 
same! Nature testifies that it is true. 

Secondly I started to meditate on mush-
rooms and how they grow. Mushrooms are 
like parasites. For example, they do not pro-
duce their own food and they have to obtain 
both food and water from other sources. The 
average life of a fleshy mushroom is about a 
week. They reproduce not by seeds, but by 
spores. Spores are small, single-celled re-
productive bodies. 

And have you ever wondered how they 
grow and die so quickly? Plants and animals 
grow through cell division. The mushroom 
body also grows by cell division. However, 
the mushroom fruit does not grow by cell 
division. The mushroom increases in size 
through cell ENLARGEMENT! Basically 
the cells just enlarge with water. So a mush-
room can increase in size as fast as water 
can be pumped into its cells. They have no 
skin so the water in a mushroom can quickly 
dissipate. 

What God seemed to be saying to me 
was “Don’t be like the mushroom.” Have 
you every wondered why so many people 
come around the church or conferences 
when the conditions are just right but then 
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I want to share with you some thoughts 

God was stirring up inside of me while mush-
rooming. Interestingly, several other people 
this year told me that they had very intimate 
times with God while doing the same thing. 

There is a very old forest in the Czech 
Republic with educational posters along the 
pathways. These posters explain what makes a 

are never seen again. For example, maybe 
there is a “revival” happening, or a famous 
speaker or worship leader, or miraculous 
signs and wonders rumored. These people are 
like mushrooms which grow up quickly and 
disappear. Sadly, there is no evidence that 
they were there, no lasting mark eternally. 

This idea of how mushrooms reproduce 
from a single-celled spore speaks to us as 
well. God wants us to reproduce ourselves 
spiritually (as well as physically if possible). 
A single-celled spore represents to me an in-
dependent, self-absorbed soul who is discon-
nected from the larger picture, the overall 
health of the forest. They quickly enlarge 
themselves and get puffed up, only to deflate 
when times get dry and hot because they have 
no skin or roots. Let’s reproduce those who 
are discipled and fully rooted and grounded in 
God as mentioned in Eph 3:17-19, “…that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; 
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the width and length and depth and 
height-- to know the love of Christ which 
passes knowledge; that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God.” 

Mushrooms are interesting and have mys-
tique. Some may even say they taste good 
(sample with great discernment!). But let’s be 
like those towering trees whose roots go deep 
through the bedrock of the earth, down into 
the underground springs of water. They will 
survive even a drought and can flourish for 
many generations! 
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Have you ever wanted to  
knit? Would you like to join a  
prayer shawl ministry? 
If your answer to most of these 
questions is ‘yes’, please see Laura. 
Details online at: 

 www. shawlministry .com 
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