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our community. As Kelsie and I 
are more and more focused on 
the ministry in our village, 
Uvaly, we will be needing more 
and more help leading the 
ministry at PCF.  Fortunately, the 
Good Lord continues to provide 
for our community faithfully. 
After about one year of 
considering the appointment, 
Dawn Custalow and her husband 
J a n  K u p i d l o v s k y  f e e l 
comfortable with Dawn’s taking 
on the additional responsibility 
of serving as an elder. 
 
Dawn grew up in a Christian 
family and has many, many years 
experience in ministry (for those 
not personally acquainted with 
Jan and Dawn, they have a 
family profile published on our 
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��������  Elders in the church  
1 Peter 5:2-5 - Care for the 
flock of God entrusted to you. 
Watch over it willingly, not 
grudgingly--not for what you 
will get out of it, but because 
you are eager to serve God. 
Don't lord it over the people 
assigned to your care, but lead 
them by your good example. 
And when the head Shepherd 
comes, your reward will be a 
never-ending share in his glory 
and honor. You younger men, 
accept the authority of the 
elders. And all of you, serve 
each other in humility, for 
"God sets himself against the 
proud, but he shows favor to 
the humble."  
 
This past week I announced the 
appointment of a new elder for 

P C F  web  p age ,  www.
PragueFellowship.cz). They have 
been members of PCF for about 
three years. We baptized Jan in 
May, 2003. Since joining the 
church Dawn has been active in 
p reaching and teaching, 
disciplining, counseling, and 
leading small groups, retreats and 
Sunday school.  She also has 
been an active part of our 
leadership team. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Sharing the Cup of Life 
Together 
 
At the peaceful little Motel Sv. 
Kryštof, in the woods just out-
side of the Czech village of Tu-
padly, the PCF Fall retreat took 
place on October 20th and 21st, 
from Friday evening to Saturday 
afternoon. We had an excellent 
turnout with 22 adults and 7 chil-
dren. During the retreat we fo-
cused on three themes presented 
in the book called, Can You 
Drink The Cup?  by Henri J. M. 
Nouwen. Throughout the retreat 
Matthew Elphick led team build-
ing games and Eliška Landovská 

followed by small group time. 
On Saturday morning Kelsie 
Mullen shared on the subject of 
“Lifting the Cup” (followed by 
small group discussion) and 
Dawn Custalow gave a message 
on “Drinking the Cup” (again, 
followed by small group discus-
sion). After lunch most of the 
adults and kids climbed into cars 
and headed off to tour the nearby 
Castle Koko�ín. 
 
The discussion about “holding 
the cup” was an invitation to 
slow down, evaluate, and cele-
brate our lives as we would 
evaluate a glass of wine. We do 

led worship. The PCF leadership 
team stayed at the hotel from Sat-
urday night to Sunday morning 
for a time of prayer and planning 
before heading back to Prague 
for the Sunday afternoon church 
service.  
 
The theme over the weekend was 
“Can you drink the cup?” (Mat. 
10:38). We looked at the aspects 
that Henry Nouwen drew in his 
book (each of the three topics 
were followed by group discus-
sion time and prayer). On Friday 
night we had a Shabbat meal to-
gether and Pastor John shared a 
message on “Holding the Cup”, 



G’day! While my name is Bronwyn, 
most people just call me Bronny.  My 
name originates from Wales and many 
ask me what it means, so I’ll jump the 
gun and just tell you. Bronwyn means 
‘fair breasted’ and ‘dark and pure’. I, 
however, am not Welsh. Born and bred 
in Sydney, Australia, I’m an Aussie 
through and through. I love 
the beach, the ocean, sand 
and sun, and big barbeques 
with family and friends. In 
case you’re wondering, I 
hadn’t met Matthew, also 
from Sydney, before mov-
ing to Prague, but our 
families live in very close 
proximity and we know a 
few of the same people. 
Sadly, my accent is not at 
its strongest because I’ve 
been living in Toronto for 
the past three incredible years, studying 
at Canada’s National Ballet School. 
 
I arrived in Prague this September to 
take a job offer with the Prague State 
Opera Ballet. I have joined the ensemble 
as a permanent external dancer and next 
month I’ll be signing a soloist contract. 
It’s all been quite overwhelming and 
exciting, as this is my first job and the 
beginning of my professional dance ca-
reer. I really am on “cloud nine” right 
now, living out my childhood dream af-
ter many years of training.  
 
It’s funny to see my dreams fulfilled in 
this fairytale-like city. Prague was cer-
tainly not on the top of my list of over-
seas dance companies, but God has 
clearly paved the way here and has made 
many miracles happen. Since landing 
here He’s shown me the bigger picture.  
His plans are always so much higher and 
better than we imagine. I know now that 
He has not only brought me here to use 
the creative gifts He has given me for 
His glory and my employment. More 
importantly, He has also called me to a 
mission field, a city that is so hungry for 
a saviour and a secure hope.  
 
Friends love to introduce me as a balle-
rina, but that’s not all that I am. First and 
foremost, I’m a prized daughter of our 
awesome God and Heavenly Father. I 
love Jesus passionately and follow Him 
fervently. He has totally revolutionised 
my life and continues to turn it upside-
down every waking day. Through His 

sacrifice on the Cross, I have been made 
one in Christ with my Heavenly Daddy, 
secured and made complete by His abun-
dant, redemptive love. I walk joyously in 

His amazing, unmerited grace and 
favour, and live to share His 

love with His people. 
 
I’m very grateful to 

have grown up in a 
Christian home with lov-

ing parents who’ve taught 
me of the greatness of God 
and how to live as His 
child. Although I’ve had 
my times of doubt, I never 
recall actually disbelieving 
the Gospel. At the age of 
eleven, my brother and sis-
ter and I became a part of 
the Children’s Prayer Net-
work, founded by an Aus-

tralian woman, whose heart is to raise up 
kids in the power of prayer. Through this 
ministry, I was reintroduced to Jesus as a 
best friend I could confide in. I also met 
the Holy Spirit and learned to hunger for 
His presence, wait on Him and listen to 
His prompts. The spiritual ministry and 
teaching I have received from this commu-
nity has most impacted my faith and be-
liefs.  
 
I had just turned seventeen when I left my 
family and moved to Toronto, literally on 
the other side of the world. God built me 
up so much in that time of enormous tran-
sition and maturation. Friendships with my 
newfound brothers and sisters in Christ 
planted a lot of encouragement in me. My 
involvement with Toronto Airport Chris-
tian Fellowship has also played a huge role 
in my spiritual development and igniting 
of zeal. I have come to know my true iden-
tity in the Father Heart of God after over-
coming many ungodly beliefs I held about 
myself. Learning to trust Him with abso-
lutely everything has been a tough journey 
that I continue to travel. 
 
Living out each day for God’s higher pur-
poses is something I very much desire. In 
conclusion, I’ll share a favourite passage 
from His word that really spurs me on: 
Matthew 5:14-16. “You are the light of 
the world… let your light shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven.” Light belongs in the darkness! 
 
�  

(Continued from page 1…. Elders) 

 
Even though our community is 
very diverse and there is a lot of 
grace given for people’s various 
r e l i g i o u s  a n d  c u l t u r a l 
backgrounds ,  i t  seemed 
reasonable to address the idea of 
a woman elder (Dawn’s 
appointment is the third female 
elder at PCF in 13 years; 
however ,  many in  our 
international community have 
been here for only a short time).  
Considering the limitations of 
space in this newsletter, I will 
have to summarize my thoughts 
and only highlight a few of the 
relevant issues. 
 
First of all, in my initial studies, I 
was surprised to find there are 
biblical examples of women in 
leadership. The Jewish custom 
was to write in the masculine 
tense and because of that, it is 
easy to miss the female 
contributions listed in the Bible. 
The best example is Deborah. 
Here is the account from 
scripture. 
 
Deborah, the wife of Lappidoth, 
was a prophet who had become a 
judge in Israel. She would hold 
court under the Palm of 
Deborah, which stood between 
Ramah and Bethel in the hill 
country of Ephraim, and the 
Israelites came to her to settle 
their disputes.  Judg 4:4-5 
 
That passage settled the issue for 
me. Our Christian roots are 
Jewish and not Roman. If the 
Israelites could be governed and 
led by a woman, so can the 
church belonging to the Rabbi 
from Nazareth.  The New 
Testament church appears to 
have been modeled most directly 

(Continued on page 3) 



 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

1) Church Finances – Please 
pray for provision to cover our 
expenses and wisdom in spend-
ing and giving.  

2) More laborers in the har-
vest /PCF - Please pray for 
more leaders at PCF (Mullens 
are celebrating 10 years of 
ministry in Czech Republic in 
October) and IHOPP. 

3) Former PCF members in-
volved with full-time minis-
try such as David & Linda 
Snell, Sam & Rosalee Ewell, 
Steve & Emma Gower, and 
Roger & Robin Harsh for 
God’s total provision and pro-
tection in their lives.  “Always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints.” (Eph. 16:18) 

4) John & Kelsie’s trip to Dal-
las. Kelsie & Ester leave Nov.1 
and the guys Dec 7. All return-
ing Jan 7. 

November 2 
November 2 
November 3 
November 3 
November 4 
November 5 
November 8 
November 12 
November 12 
November 14 
November 15 
November 15 
November 15 
November 16 
November 17 
November 18 
November 18 
November 19 
November 20 
November 23 
November 25 
November 26 
November 27 
November 28 
November 29 
November 29 
 
 

Kirsten Chappell 
Bruce Novotný 
Elizabeth Sposaro 
Dawn Custalow 
Jan Overwater 
Chris Morris  
Joshua Fagan 
Alan Crowther 
Tanya Sperier 
Peggy Kareyo 
Steve Gower 
Andrei Spiridonov 
Pauliina Vasko 
Chris Lewis 
Jan Kupidlovský 
Blessing Ndubuka  
Austin Sheffield 
Lambert Asondjo 
Junior Olukayode 
Klára Šedivá 
Vicki � ermáková 
Christy Ellison 
Renata Va� ková 
Charles Moloney 
Eliška Landovská 
Tania Razlivkina 
 

The following PCF members past and present 
will be having birthdays this month. 

(Continued from page 2…. Elders) 
 

on the Old Testament eldership, 
which appears to have been 
remarkably unrestrictive, rather 
than on the Old Testament 
priesthood, which was restricted 
to physically perfect men from 
the tribe of Levi. The New 
Testament designates its leaders 
as “elders,” rather than “priests.” 
In the Old Testament there was 
no tribal requirement for 
eldership/judgeship (Othniel was 
a Kenizzite, and hence a convert 
of Edomite descent; Jephthah 
was the son of a prostitute), no 
health requirement (Ehud was 
handicapped), and, at least in the 
case of Deborah, no gender 
requirement.  

 
The passage is also a good 

example of the masculine tense 
that refers to “mankind.” The 
text says “Deborah, the wife of 
Lappidoth, was a prophet.” It 
does not refer to her as a 
prophetess. The use of male 
terminology was normative for 
Jewish culture.  The law was 
given in the male voice but it 
applied to men and women.  For 
example, the commandment to 
not covet your neighbor’s wife is 
not exclusive to males but the 
female corollary is assumed.  
This is true of ministry offices 
that are described in male terms 
but also include women 
(Deuteronomy 16:18-17-17:13, 
18:14-22). The office of the 
prophet is described in male 
terms in Numbers 12:6-8 but the 
passages refer to Miriam who is 
defined by scripture (Ex. 15:20) 
as a prophetess.   
 
In the Biblical accounts of the 
first century church it is clear that 
women were gifted by God for 
the work of ministry. Philip's 

daughters are noted as women 
who prophesied (Acts 21:8-9). 
Aquila and Prisca, a married 
couple, are referred to as by Paul 
as his "fellow workers" (and they 
both seem to have played a key 
role in teaching Apollos (Acts 
18:24-28). Phoebe is strongly 
commended by Paul as an 
honoured "deacon" or "servant" 
or "minister" (depending upon 
how the word is translated) from 
the church in Cenchrea.  
 
Finally, throughout history there 
are thousands of examples of 
outstanding female leaders. 
History has proven that without 
women, the church of Jesus 
Christ would be half as strong 
(Charles Finney the famous 
evangelist agrees). Practice is not 
only a fruit of biblical doctrine, it 
is also a fundation of biblical 
doctrine. At times the two are in 
tension with one another. In 
those cases they challenge us to 
critically evaluate our doctrine 
and/or our practice. At times our 
doctrine and/or our practice are 
influenced by our paticular 
cultural pressures.  The question 
for us today is, in light of 
Galatians 3:26-29, has the church 
been more influenced by Roman 
Catholic Orthodoxy or by the 
scriptures? And also, has the 
church been more influence by 
secular humanism or by the 
scriptures? 
 
Maybe the rise of secular 
humanism can be attributed to 
some of their adoption of God-
ordained values that “secular 
religion” lost.  A male dominated 
church culture looks a bit out-
dated today. But you could say 
the same of a slave tolerant 
church. Times are changing… 
but not all change is bad. 
                                            �  



The Prague Christian Fellowship Post:  
Editors: John Mullen (John.Mullen@PragueFellowship.cz), and Dawn Custalow                                                                 www.PragueFellowship.cz 

Should you have a testimony to share please email us. The deadline is November 20, 2006. 

The best way to keep up with 
your giving for TAX records, or 

to simply “keep up,”  
is via bank transfer. 

 
 

PCF Bank Info: 
Sbor K �es� anské spole � enství 
PCF, � SOB a.s., Kamenická 26, 

Prague 7 
Account No. 181730394/0300 

Variable symbol: 10261 
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(Continued from page 1…. Retreat) 
 

not always “appreciate” the taste 
but the evaluation enables us to 
recognize the unique body of the 
wine and in what context it is 
best served. Nouwen speaks 
about both the “Cup of Sorrow” 
and the “Cup of Joy.” Together 
they form the “Cup of Life.” This 
cup is not to be guzzled down.  
The conclusion is that we must 
come to a place of accepting our 
sorrows and that in them we can 
“recognize” the unique joys of 
life we might otherwise over 
look. 
 
The second section was titled 
“ lifting the cup.”  The picture of 
a lifted cup opens the imagery of 
a community setting where a 
toast is shared together as a bold 
gesture of friendship. It is a sym-
bol of sharing life together. It 
brings together the sorrows and 
joys of our lives... broken lives 
being put back together by 
Christ, and reflecting something 
unique and beautiful. From that 
perspective the cup we hold is a 
cup of blessing. 
 
The third section addressed the 
topic of “drinking the cup.” It is 
in drinking that we “befriend our 
reality”.  This means that we ac-
cept our lives as they are.  We 
don’t try to run away from all the 
experiences that make up our 
lives.  And as we look with com-
passion at our own sorrows and 
joys we are able to discover the 
unique potential of our way of 
being in the world as well as em-
brace our sorrows that are 
sources of hope for those around 
us.   

     

Make a 
note on 

your  
calendars:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next PCF Retreat will 
be February 2-4, 2007 in 
the Czech Mountains for 
skiing, fresh air, refresh-
ment and fellowship.  


