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People spend lots of time traveling
nowadays. They make trips for busi-
ness, vacation, generally, for all kinds
of reasons. While on the way, people
often find opportunities to talk with oth-
ers, thereby embarking on the social
rituals of introductions. Have you ever
paid attention to what the most common
way of introducing oneself is today? It
is something like the following: “Hi, my
name is John and | am from Chicago”,
or “I am an engineer”, or “lI work for
IBM”. It seems that where one lives,
one’s professional affiliation and status
of employment are the three most popu-
lar preliminary identifiers of who we
are.

This article is about our identification in

the kingdom. In fact, | do not believe

that there is identification in and/or out
of the kingdom. Rather, | want to focus
on the identification of the kingdom

people. | think that this question is of
extreme importance for each of us per-
sonally since it gives further direction

for discovering our call and purpose and
also the means and ways of fulfilling

and achieving them. | believe that the
Lord’s design is first “being” and then

“doing.”

There is a great deal of misunderstand-
ing about our identity nowadays. People
think that a university education or a ti-
tle defines their identity; some believe
that social status and bank accounts de-
fine who they are. In the church, very

often it is assumed that different church We clearly see that Jesus identified Him-
activities represent who we are. For exam- self completely with His Heavenly Father
ple, moving the chairs in the church or who is also the King of the heavenly king-
assisting in other duties might make peo- dom. Jesus’ sonship was unquestionable
ple think that they have the gift of help- even though He was in fact, often ques-
ing, or that doing some administrative tioned about who He was after doing
work on behalf of the church predisposes something unacceptable like healing on
them to the gift of administration (1 Cor- Saturday (the Sabbath) or standing up in
inthians 12:28). This might be the case, the synagogue and saying, “Today this
but not necessarily! There is a difference word is fulfilled” (Luke 4:16-20). Yet He
between skills and gifts. The first does not considered it enough to say, “I am Jesus
require the second, while the second from Nazareth, | am a carpenter.” It is
needs equipping in order to be exercised difficult for me to imagine Him introduc-
in a Godly manner. The gifts make ing Himself like this, even if He were fly-
known what we have to do and they con- ing to Hawaii for vacation! Some might
cretely define our personal identification. think that the profession of a carpenter
However, as kingdom people, we are pri- was not very prestigious and that that was
marily connected with our heavenly Fa- why Jesus did not mention it. Yes, today
ther and His Son, are we not? carpentry is not a very exciting occupa-

tion, but we have enough evidence to
It is interesting to note how Jesus pre- think that not only was this a very impor-
sented Himself and how other people pre- tant profession but in the context of Je-
sented Him. sus’ family also a rather successful one as

well. (See Anointed for Business, Ed Sil-
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life” (John vozo.) The Father is the center of Jesus’
6:35), “I am the light of the world” (John (Continued on page 3)
8:12), “I am the resurrection and the

life” (John 11: 25-26). He also claimed h t' I _d 2
that He was the Messiah (Mark 14:61-62),_
the Son of God (Mark 14:61) and even a S nSI e

said that He was God the Son (John 8:58;
John 20:28; John 10:33). Peter was the
first of the disciples to realize that Jesus
was the Son of the living God (Matthew

16:16). Some Jews thought that Jesug
was a demon-possessed Samaritan (Johp
8:48) while others only saw Joseph’s son.
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“1 have no greater joy than to hear that
my children are walking in the
truth” (1l John 1:4).

“The coming of the lawless one will be
in accordance with the work of Satan
displayed in all kinds of counterfeit
miracles, signs and wonders, and in

every sort of evil that deceives those who particular

are perishing. They perish because they
refused to love the truth and so be saved.
For this reason God sends them a

powerful delusion so that they will It was more precious for him than his life.
believe the lie and so that all will be Betraying the truth would mean betraying
condemned who have not believed the Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ and the Bible,
truth but have delighted in the Gospel, represented for Jan Hus (John
wickedness (Il Thessalonians 2:9-12). Huss) the truth. No human authority —
neither sacred nor secular could
Truthfulness was a characteristic feature overrule the truth of the Gospel. Should
of the Czech reformation. John Huss in this happen, man is obliged not to obey
is well known for being man, but God himself and His truth. It is
right for a truthful Christian to obey
authority contradictory to the truth only
(Continued on page 4)

truthful.

What was his understanding of the truth?




ing for bible schools, God led us to
Dallas, Texas. There we attended
Christ For The Nations Bible Col-
lege. While we were students there,
we met a couple from Prague,
Czech Republic (David and Lucy
Drapék). Through building a
relationship with them and their
friends from Prague (John and
Kelsie Mullen), and hearing of the
need for inner-city work in Prague,
we felt God was giving a clear di-
rection to come to Prague and make
some new friends.

Family Profile

Mark & Sherry Robbins.

In the winter of 1988, Mark cried
out to God and, God answered
him. Before this encounter we both
were deep into drugs and alcohol.
At the time | (Sherry) was 17 years
old and Mark was 23 and he lived
in a corner in my mom's basement.
Prior to that he was homeless or
sometimes stayed wherever he
could lay his head. His lifestyle
didn't stop just at drugs, alcohol
and being homeless but he had also
been involved in homosexuality.
As Mark cried out to God, he told
Him, “If you can give me a full

time job and a place to live then I'll
believe in you.” And the Lord gave
him a full time job at a Christian
home for young kids and also a
place to live there on the property.
Jesus had taken such hold of his
life that after much deliverance he
was set free from drugs, alcohol
and homosexuality, and totally on
fire for Jesus Christ.

The Mullens took us to an inner-
city church in Dallas, called Blood-
n-Fire. We fell in love with them.
They had a very similar heart as
those involved with Jacob’s Well in
Ohio. Best of all, we found out, the
leaders, John and Suzanne Wallace,
were already active in missions to
the Czech Republic. It was too good
to be true. Soon, we called Blood-n-
Fire home. Mark graduated from
Bible college. Then we did an in-
tense, ten month internship with our
church, and came to Prague twice
on outreach trips. Finally we had
confirmation (as did our leaders)
that it was time for us to move to
Prague. So on the 24th of June

try. In the year of 1990 Mark and |
got married. Although we thought
we couldn't have children, the Lord
blessed us with two beautiful daugh-
ters. While serving in the military
with the 82nd Airborne Division, in
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, we be-
gan to get involved in outreach min-
istries within the local churches, and
the Christian coffee house scene,
which focused mainly on the home-
less. After four years living in NC,
we moved back to Canton, Ohio
where the Lord opened up the doors
for us to begin an inner city minis-

Sherry’s encounter happened after try, which the Lord eventually

she saw how this Jesus trans- called, Jacob’s Well. Our main focus . . o
formed Mark's life. As Mark was to create an atmosphere of heal-|20%3’(;he FI?obblns\;‘\?m;Ly ofﬂuallg/ I
shared with her about Jesus and ~ ing and hope in Christ. We did this ;nzg%l?e :igu?ri ir?thsrcjgienrei
what he had done for her, she by building relationships and com- grouping P

! _ Lo . paring for our return. Since the end
prayed and received Jesus Christ as Munity with prostitutes, homeless, =5 = © © L 4T Prague!

her Lord and Savior. He totally set and people that society had given up
her free from drugs and cigarettes ~ On- Mark was working full time for  \ye have given our lives to help oth-
and she has never looked back. She the local telephone company, but his grg in need, no matter who they are

never even desired those things ~ heart was consumed with the people o yhat they've done. It's all about
again. Total transformation took of Jacob's Well everyday. As more  jegys Christ. Our lives have never
place in our lives and we have people began to come, our home wagyeen the same since Jesus Christ
never been the same since. being filled up with brand new became the center. HE IS AWE-

_ Christians. The needs became SOME!N! This walk with Jesus
After what Jesus had done inour  greater and greater. After much becomes more exciting every day.

lives, he gave us a heart's desire to prayer and fasting, we felt that God There is such freedom in serving
help the homeless, prostitutes and  was asking us to give up everything him.

people bound by drugs and alco- and follow him. The first step would

hol. We knew from experience that be training at a bible school. Our Being a family of four, with two
these people could be set free from pastors took over the helm of Jacob'sdaughters (Ariel and Bethany) ages
their bondage and that Jesus Christ Well, and then prayed over us, and 14 and 12, we count it a blessing to
was the only way. sent us out. be a part of the PCF family. The

) ) i ) o people here have been more than
After our born-again experience in  During this time we also felt a tug to wonderful. The Lord has truly given

the late 1980's, Mark and I felt God  get involved with overseas work, but 5 3 home away from home.
was calling us to inner city minis-  we really didn’t know how. Search- Mark & Sherry




cannot observe many things well at the
same time!

(Continued from page 1... the Kingdom)

self - presentation. Jesus referred to Him
because God the Father completely re- But if we pay attention to the Father we

vealed who the Son was. The Son was thewill soon realize how adequate His name
same as the Father, but in blood and fleshis.
like us. Jesus the Son had inherited thethat open the doors to the hidden treasure
DNA of His Father; that is why Jesus did of His wisdom and revelation. Are you
the same things as His Father. They bothready to change your focus and do every-
were in agreement and unity, and the Sonthing to see the Father?

was 100% identified or defined by the Fa-

ther. It was not needed to point to either a The next article will focus on how our

profession or to any other characteristics.

Once we see ourselves as sons and daugheause our Father acts only in the bounda:

ters of the Heavenly Father, we will find
how complete, sufficient and totally ade-
guate our identification is with the Father.
Jesus mentioned that we will do greater]
things than He did, meaning that we will
present the Father in ways that will bring
even more glory to the Father. It is not
about how extraordinary the things are
that one is doing, but to whom the indi-
vidual doing them points. Jesus always
pointed to the One that was his Beginning
and End, namely His Father. | wonder

why today as sons and daughters we

rarely hear people saying, “Look at me,
and you will see Jesus.” “Follow me, we
will go to the Father” or “I am the Light”.
But rather we hear, “Don’t look at me. |
do this and that and it is not completely
OK with what the Bible says, so you
should not be like me.” This definitely
will not lead people to the Father. If Jesus
had to come in flesh referring all the time
to the Father, how much more should we
be like living signs that show the direc-
tion to the Father. The truth is that we do
not know who our Father is and what our
relationship to Him is. That is why we do
not see how to point to Him.

| do believe that our identification has
nothing to do with our abilities. Think
about your family - all of your brothers
and sisters are part of your family, regard-
less of how beautiful or clever or tall they
are, the color of their eyes, etc. The status
of a child depends only on the parents.
Being born in a family (or adopted) guar-
antees that you are a member of the fam

ily.

Only if we start observing who our Father
is and what He is doing will we then see
personally how good, how generous, and
how worthy He is. Then we will be proud

to say that we are from His family and

that we are named after His name. We
will realize that this is the best Father in
the world and one worth totally imitating.

Do you realize, however, that this requires
shifting our attention from anyone and
anything else and focusing on Him? One
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identity is sealed in the covenant. We é 2 )
must understand what a covenant is be{
. : 11
ries of His covenants. 4§ 151%e&

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED....

Sixth Annual Uvaly
English Day Camp
August 14th-18th

Czech or English-speaking
volunteers are needed!

The best way to keep up with
your giving for TAX records, or
to simply “keep up,”
is via bank transfer.

Please consider this option; it will be
easier for you and you’'ll make the
church accountant happy.

PCF Bank Info:
Sbor K es anské spole enstvi
PCF, SOB a.s., Kamenicka 26,
Prague 7

English Camps are THE BEST way td
reach youth!

Contact Kelsie Mullen
if you are interested.

Account No. 181730394/0300

Variable symbol: 10261

777 150 802 or

mullen@uvaly.net
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PRAYER REQUESTS .
Upcoming

1) Church Finances — Please == BlrthdayS
pray for provision to Cover our | The following PCF members past and present
expenses and wisdom in spend: il be having birthdays in the next few weeks.
ing.

2) Small groups -Please pray for
people to get the vision for | Maryna KhimishinetsMay 5
sharing their lives in small Markéta Ligkova May 7
groups. Ana Overwater May 9

3) Richard in prison — Please Carolyn Wright May 11
pray for his early parole in Karel Sedlaek May 11
2006! Lukas Sedlaek May 14

4) More laborers in the har- Nicholas Mugero ~ May 16
vest /PCF- Please pray so the John Duryea May 17
Mullens can take a break| Hope Edgar Mares May 18
sometime during their 10th Emiliya Gulizeva  May 18
year of ministry in Czech Re- Johan Bruce May 18
public. _ Joseph Boakye May 19

5) Former PCF members in- Martins Onemegie May 24
volved with full-time minis- John Mullen May 25
try such as Michael Stadler, Tim Old May 26
Ewells, Gowers, Harshs and Samantha Trad May 26
Snells for God’s total provision Marcus Frakes May 27
and protection in their lives Victoria Frye May 30
“Always keep on praying for
all the saints.” (Eph. 16:18) D Dy C D D -




nations through the service of
MasterJohn Huss, who sealed it with his
insofar as its edicts are true. Christians areown blood together with his adjunct
in the first place responsible to God and (Jeronym Pra sky) and many a truthful
their own conscience. John Huss thus Czech. The Antichrist set you astray with
fought for the supremacy of divine truth his cunning words at the Basle Council
and conscience. No one can violate and now with the brutal power of war. I,

conscience. John Huss in the Middle together with my sons, wanted to follow
Ages provided the foundations of an the light and tried to hold it. It is your

independent society, and erected thelegacy, given to you before the other
pillars of democratic constitutions and nations, my beloved country! Reclaim the
principles. The inscription on the Czech right of yours when the Lord shows his

(Continued from page 1... Well of Truthfulness)

presidential flag says,The truth shall be
victorious'. Accept it or not, it is and will

be so until there are those who listen to a

famous call of John Huss,SbH, true
Christians, look for the truth, listen to the
truth, learn the truth, love the truth, talk
the truth, adhere to the truth, fight for the
truth until death, because the truth will
liberate you from sin, the devil, the death
of the soul and, in the end, from infinite
death”

Huss’'s legacy was taken up by Petr
Chelicky and eho Kraj i — founder of
the Union of Brethren. The 150 years in
the history of the Union of Brethren
preceding the Battle at the White
Mountain was a fight for the truth. The
truth was vilified and the Catholic church,
together with Catholic rulers, kept trying
to stop up the Well of Truthfulness with
their lies about the infallibility of church,
slandering true Christians and salvation,

mercy for you and re-establishes the
truth, the Lord who has mercy upon you.”

The Czech nation, a minor part of it,
stood up for the truth and truthfulness
which made it the first nation to turn
away from the heresies of the Roman
church. After the battle at the White
Mountain in 1620 the truth was

persecuted, but not completely destroyed.

Many truthful servants decided to follow

and contemplate it night and day. The
Gospel is their highest authority — a well
of real treasures of wisdom and
understanding, but also a well of real and
pure passion. It was the pope Aenes
Silvius Piccolomini (Pius 1l.) who wrote
after having visited Bohemia that many a
Czech woman knows the Bible better than
many ltalian priests. There were times
when the Bible was read in the Czech
language in almost every family. The
Czech lands were also well known for the
truthfulness of their inhabitants. At the
time of Huss there was a saying in
Poland, Am | not as honest asGzech?
Whoever drinks from the Well of
Truthfulness will be liberated from the
fear of people and from the desire to
please people and will not be afraid to
speak up against the majority, even at
personal cost.

Finally, we must live up to the truth, not

their conscience and emigrated, others just know it and talk about it. To live in

tried to preserve the faith in Bohemia and truth means to live in accordance with the
Moravia. One of them was Jan Amos Gospel. We own the truth — the Christ —
Komensky who believed that God would only when the word becomes manifest in
resurrect the Czech church — be it at homeour body. This means in the reality of our

in the Czech lands, or abroad.

“To our friends, though, we shall leave a
more precious treasure - our beloved
church itself. Look after it on our behalf,
should God’'s will be to resurrect it at
home or build it somewhere else

preaching a false Gospel, and denying theresurrected, if it dies at home.”

ability of ordinary people to understand
the Bible. At the end of these 150 years,

This wish came true 100 years later.

lives. Only then do we stand up liberated
against slander when we know how to
call things by their right and proper names
(Ephesians 5:11-13). When we manage to
give up politics, openly and publicly

admit our own mistakes and apologise
sincerely, when we give up lying and

other cheating, e.g. when filling in tax

returns, when the truth becomes more
precious for us than personal profit, only

the last bishop of the Union of Brethren, Around the year 1720 an awakening took then will it become clear that it is we who

Jan Amos Komensky, said in

the place in many parts of Bohemia and drink from the Well of Truthfulness, the

‘Testament of the Union of Brethren the Moravia, especially around the town of real servants of truth.

following: “And all of this | hand down to

you, Czech peoples, above all love for the and Novy Jiin

Litomysl, and in Moravia in the Fulnek
region. The newly

[Editor's note: This article about Czech

God's pure truth which the Lord began awakened servants were willing to suffer Wells is a continuation from last month’s
revealing to us before all the other for the truth and to leave their homeland. PCF Post and will be continued next

They set up a settlement called
Herrnhut in the year 1722
Saxony and took the messag
truth - the Gospel - around t
world.

What are the servants of tr
like? They are people

honesty, humbleness, brav
and sincerity. They receive
satisfaction from thing
superficial and shallow. Tho
who drink from the Well o
Truthfulness love the Gos

PCF Fellowship after the Sunday Gathering

month.]

PCF Passover (Seder) Dinner

Should you have a testimony to share please emaihe deadline is May 20, 2006.

Editors: John Mullen (john.mullen@PragueFellowstap.and Dawn Custalow

The Prague Christian Fellowship Post:
www.PragueFethip.cz




